A Liturgy of Consecration

For the New Stained Glass Windows
In St George’s Episcopal Church
September 7, 2008

________________________________________________________________________
Celebrant:
before the altar
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,


On the first day, God said, “Let there be light.”  From early times, God’s primary act of creation has flowed into Christian worship through the magnificence of stained glass.  Using sanctuaries awash in brilliant color, God illuminates Christians with a profound glow of holiness.  In such sanctuaries, God’s faithful people encounter the Word that was with God, and was God, in the beginning.  Set ablaze by the intense light of worship, Christians go forth into the sunlit world, strengthened in their mission to return all things to the Creator who dwells in light eternal where day and night are both alike.
We gather today to celebrate God’s gift of light and the gift of beloved parishioners who bring this light into the worship of St. George’s through stained glass fashioned by their loving and careful hands.  In gratitude for these profound gifts, let us return to the source of our faith with the words that began the wondrous story of our walk with God.
Celebrant:
In the beginning was the word, and the Word was with God, and the 



Word was God.
People:
Then God spoke these words, and said “Let there be light.”
Celebrant:
Let us pray.  



Stir up your spirit among us, O God, as your holy light lifts our hearts and minds into your presence.  Make us deeply aware of the beauty of all creation and the glory to which we are called.  Send us out from this place, renewed in love, to be the light of the world, in the name of Jesus, in whose holy name we pray.  Amen.

Celebrant
Proceeding to the east windows.


The light that flows to us from the east originates in Jerusalem, a city built by the hands of the Chosen People of God, made sacred by the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, and glorified at the end of time in the City of God, the heavenly Jerusalem.  May light from the east remind us that the beginning and end of all our purposes lie not in the limited vision of our present time, but in the timeless aspiration of our Creator, who gave his son so that all things might be completed in holiness.  
Celebrant
God said, I am the Alpha and the Omega.

People

To the end of the ages.

Celebrant
Sanctify these east windows, we pray, that the same light which flows into the world through Jerusalem may flow into this sanctuary and into the souls of its people, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.
Celebrant
proceeding to the north windows


The light which flows to us from the north speaks of a single, true compass bearing that leads us into righteousness in all of our complex moral journeys.  May light from the north illuminate the path before us and turn our faces toward the health and salvation of all God’s children.
Celebrant
We will love the Lord our God with all our heart and all our soul and all 


our mind and all our strength,
People

And we will love our neighbors as ourselves.

Celebrant
Sanctify these north windows, we pray, that the light which flows from true north may enlighten the way into all goodness for those who worship here, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.
Celebrant
proceeding to the west windows


The light which flows from the west draws us toward those spiritual horizons that were once a dream in the mind of God when God created us, looked upon us, and saw that we were good.  May light from the west never fail to extend our vision and lead us forward on the passionate journey that began with God at creation, was restored by Jesus in resurrection, and is empowered by the Holy Spirit from the day of Pentecost. 
Celebrant
Go forth and seek the face of God in all of God’s people
People

Immersed in God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit

Celebrant
Now sanctify these west windows, we pray, that light which flows from the far horizons will always beckon those who worship here to reach out ever onward in the life of the Spirit, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.
Celebrant
proceeding to the south windows


The light which flows from the south shines on our homeward path at the end of every spiritual journey.  May light from the south bring us full circle to stillness of body and peace of mind, at the end of each day and at the end of all our days, when we rest and entrust ourselves and our all cares in the world to the One who made and sustains us.
Celebrant
When the busy world is hushed and the fever of life is over and our work 



is done,
People

Grant us a safe lodging, a holy rest, and peace at the last.

Celebrant
Sanctify these south windows, we pray, that light which flows through them may lead home all those who spend their restless lives in search of God, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen
Celebrant
returning to the altar  


Surrounded on every side by your brilliance, Creator God, we pray that we and all who come into this holy place will never fail to see some new facet, catch some fresh glimmer of the immensity of your love, and find ignited within their souls some unpredictable new fire of love for you and your creation.  Consecrate us and all who enter this sanctuary to be your light in the world, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.
Celebrant
The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People

And also with you.
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