
 

  Stewardship Season 
Each Sunday throughout this Season of Stewardship at 
St. George’s (October 1st through October 29th), you will 
receive a card like this one in your worship bulletin. Each 
card will offer thoughts, prayers, meditations, or 
practical guidance for our Journey to Generosity. Fold it 
in half and stick it in your pocket or purse as a reminder 
throughout the week to live in gratitude for the gifts God 
gives you each day. 

Concepts and text in this week’s card adapted  
from Richard Felton and Cathy Clement with  

The Episcopal Network for Stewardship (www.tens.org). 

 
Put simply, life is a God-given opportunity to become who we 
are, to affirm our own true spiritual nature, claim our truth, 
appropriate and integrate the reality of our being, but most 

of all, to say ‘Yes’ to the One who calls us the Beloved. 

~ Henri J.M. Nouwen 

  St. George’s Episcopal Church 
Austin, Texas 

To pledge your financial gifts for 2018,  
complete a pledge card (on the tables in the church)  

or pledge online at www.sgchurch.org/ministries6.asp. 

    

    

Giving: A multitude of reasons 

Why do people give? This question is asked in many ways. In 
considering why we give, we came up with the following: 

 The Bible tells me so. The Bible teaches us to give back. Sharing 
my resources is clearly a biblical value.  

 Giving to my parish is fun. Jesus’ parables often ended with a 
party. As I understand it, heaven is going to be one mega-party. 

 Giving to my parish feels good. I think Jesus was on to 
something when he said it is more blessed to give than to 
receive. Studies show that people who give live longer. 

 I give to change the world. My parish is plugged in to where I 
can make the most difference in addressing the world’s greatest 
needs. My parish stretches me. 

 My parish is my community/my home. I have made lifelong 
friends there; and I can be part of something larger than myself.  

 My parish is inclusive and not only with a capital “I.”  

 I’ve been blessed and want to be a blessing to others. My parish 
is a priority in my budget.  

 I want to leave a legacy. I am indebted to visionary parishioners 
from whom I inherited the church I love. I owe the same to 
future generations. 

 I give because I was asked. In turn, I’d like to ask you. Won’t you 
join me in pledging your financial support on this awesome 
journey of faith? 

  An opportunity to say ‘Yes’ 
Life is an opportunity – an opportunity to say “yes” to God 

who calls us the Beloved. Life is a journey – a journey to love, to 
welcome, to invitation, to peace, to generosity. From the moment 
we draw our first breath to the moment we breathe our last, we are 
both receivers and givers. How we move from takers of everything 
given to us to sharing everything we have is one measure of how 
we live into saying “Yes.” 

On our Journey to Generosity, we learn from our parents and 
family members. We learn from friends and church members. We 
learn through our own actions and from hearing the stories of 
other generous people. The gospel stories of Jesus inform, 
challenge, and inspire us. Whether it’s the story of the Good 
Samaritan, the rich young ruler, or Zacchaeus, Jesus invites us into 
what the journey to generosity looks like. 

Our vestry has chosen Journey to Generosity as the theme for 
2017 to invite everyone into that journey. It is not simply about 
how much we give to support the mission and ministry of our 
parish. The journey is also about how we live our lives as Beloved.  

Are we generous in our dealings with others? Are we generous 
when we welcome the stranger and the strange to church on 
Sunday mornings? Are we generous in our forgiveness and in our 
acceptance of forgiveness? 
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  We hope you find our  
upcoming offerings helpful  
as our church travels on the  

Journey to Generosity.  
 
 


