
 
 

  The World as GOD Intends It 
The virtues of the reign of God’s justice, the world as 
God intends it to be, are clear in the Hebrew 
Scripture: The love and awe of God are illustrated by 
a just society. A just society has God at the center. A 
just society is marked by law that enshrine fairness 
toward one another; compassion and generosity to 
those who cannot fend for themselves; and right 
stewardship of the earth. 

Text by Rev Winnie Varghese, Jane Scanlon, and Elizabeth Selzer,  
as adapted from TENS Conference 2017  

(The Episcopal Network for Stewardship, www.tens.org). 

 
Start by doing what is necessary,  

then what is possible,  
and suddenly you are doing the impossible. 

~ St. Francis of Assisi 
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Don’t Miss the Small Things 

When was the last time you relaxed and simply 
observed how a loved one did something that was 
important to them? It’s a struggle to not get wound 
up with our daily lives, caught up in the competition 
to have more, bigger, better things, even though our 
actions are suffocating us all. But how do we stop, 
how do we change? St Francis of Assisi, whom we 
celebrate this week, “went from a man born into a 
wealthy family to a man who we know and remember 
as someone who lived very simply. His words and 
teaching are used for lessons on Wants vs. Needs, as 
well as praising the Lord for all creatures of the Earth 
and the Earth itself. God equips us with the ability to 
need only a few things to survive.” If you take just 
one of those — air — and provide yourself some 
space to breathe and take in moments you might 
otherwise miss, it will make you a better steward of 
time, talent, and treasure.  

  Gratitude as a Spiritual Discipline 
It’s crazy to realize how difficult it is to stop on a 
daily basis and consider the blessings you have 
recently received. But more amazing is the fact that 
we receive blessings every day! Often it can be a 
blessing that we get every day and therefore either 
miss it or just ignore it. I get to drink my favorite 
coffee almost every morning. I get paid well for doing 
something I love to do on a fairly regular basis. To 
quote Jane Scanlon, “I am discovering that gratitude 
is a spiritual discipline that I can’t live without, and I 
have become more aware that at the heart of it is 
generosity. God the giver blesses me with gifts for 
which I am thankful and which I, in turn, can share. 
By practicing this discipline all of us can participate 
in a continuous flow of love from God moving 
through us to others. Thanks be to God!”  
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  We hope you find our  
upcoming offerings helpful  
as our church travels on the  

Journey to Generosity.  
 
 


