
 
 

  In Reflection 
 Was there ever a time you or someone you know 

was moved to respond to a need with greater 
generosity than you or they thought possible? 

 How do stories of such generosity touch you? 

Concepts and text in this week’s card adapted  
from the Rev. Sarah K. Fisher and the Rev. Edward Gomez,  

TENS Conference 2017. 

 
Put simply, life is a God-given opportunity to become who  
we are, to affirm our own true spiritual nature, claim our 

truth, appropriate and integrate the reality of our being, but 
most of all, to say ‘Yes’ to the One who calls us the Beloved. 

~ Henri J.M. Nouwen 

 
  St. George’s Episcopal Church 

Austin, Texas 
To pledge your financial gifts for 2018,  

complete a pledge card (on the tables in the church)  
or pledge online at www.sgchurch.org/ministries6.asp. 

    

    

Imagining the Promised Land 

At its heart, stewardship is an invitation to journey into 
God’s abundance. And for most of us, the journey to 
generosity is just that – a journey. It is human nature to 
fear not having enough. Yet God’s story and our story 
collide and we experience something different. God 
invites us to taste and see what God is doing in our lives 
and to consider what God is entrusting to our care. In 
Journeying to Generosity, we are invited to become co-
creators with God. When we move away from scarcity 
and self, we can begin to focus on what God has 
entrusted to us; we can see more fully how God is acting 
in our lives and in our world. In a culture that values our 
own enlightened self-interest over the needs of others, it 
is not always an easy journey, yet the gifts that await us 
when we truly step into community and into deep 
relationship with God are abundant. When we let go, 
when we invite God more fully into our lives, the 
Journey cannot help but be one that transforms us, 
taking us out of our places of bondage, into a new, 
generous and abundant life. 

  What Are You Going to Do with This? 
Reflection by the Rev. Edward Gomez, 

Vicar of St. Paul’s/San Pablo Episcopal Church in Houston 

Many years ago, I heard a moving sermon from a 
missionary priest serving in Africa. As he shared his experience 
with the poor, I felt God asking me, “So what are you going to 
do with this?” After the service the rector was handed a small 
envelope. It contained a set of earrings and a note saying, “Take 
these and have them appraised, and whatever that amount is, I 
will sell them and give the money to the missions.” We were all 
taken aback by this act of giving – even more so when we 
learned that the earrings were valued at $175,000! 

In Exodus, Aaron says, “Take off the gold rings that are on 
the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring 
them to me.” Of course, where they gathered them to make a 
golden idol, the woman at St. Thomas More ripped hers off in a 
spontaneous act of compassion when she realized the needs of 
the poor. But I also suspect that she took them off because she 
could no longer bear the weight of them.  

When you encounter God’s call, the almost immediate 
reaction is to let go of everything you thought important so that 
you can be free to love. Giving generously becomes easy because 
at some level you realize that what you have is not yours — but 
God’s. And if wealth or privilege has been entrusted to you, then 
you know — with certainty — that you must share it. 
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  We hope you find our  
upcoming offerings helpful  
as our church travels on the  

Journey to Generosity.  
 
 


