
 
 

  Reflections 
• When you are asked to give – by a beggar in the 

street, by the Church, by a charity – do you feel any 

tension or discomfort? How does that feel – both 

physically and emotionally? 

• Can you recall a positive experience of giving any-

thing – time, money, work? How would you describe 

that experience? What was positive about it? 

Concepts and text in this week’s card 

adapted from the Rt. Rev. Dan Edwards,  

TENS Conference 2017. 

 
Put simply, life is a God-given opportunity to become who  

we are, to affirm our own true spiritual nature, claim our 

truth, appropriate and integrate the reality of our being, but 

most of all, to say ‘Yes’ to the One who calls us the Beloved. 

~ Henri J.M. Nouwen 

 

 
 

 

 

  St. George’s Episcopal Church 
Austin, Texas 

To pledge your financial gifts for 2018,  
complete a pledge card (on the tables in the church)  

or pledge online at www.sgchurch.org/ministries6.asp. 

    

    

A Leap into the Abyss of God 

Reflection by the Rt. Rev. Dan Edwards,  

Bishop of Nevada 

It’s difficult to think about giving money 

away. We use rules and money to keep us safe. 

Follow the rules and hang on to the money. 

Manipulate the rules so we can keep more 

money. If we get enough money, we get to make 

the rules. It isn’t that we’re greedy. It’s that we 

are afraid. Rules and money keep us safe. 

But Jesus broke through the small-minded 

consciousness traps. If Caesar’s image is on the 

coin, give him the silly thing. What matters is 

giving to God what is God’s, that which is 

formed in God’s image – ourselves. St. Ignatius 

prayed, “All that I am and all that I have You 

have given me. I give it all back.” 

  That is taking a flying leap into the abyss of 

God. That is breathing out, trusting that the air 

will still be there for us to breathe back in. Jesus 

invites us to give ourselves to the God of 

infinitely generous grace trusting that God will 

give us back ourselves again blessed with more 

life than we had before. It is an act of trust and 

love. 

A flying leap into God is a scary thing. Rules 

and money are so much easier to calculate, more 

manageable, than the awesome living God who 

loves a cosmos into being, who loves us into 

being. 

We get free to give from trusting God who 

loves us. When we dare to trust, God shows his 

love, inviting us to trust more and live more 

freely. Life springs out of the consciousness 

traps like a jailbreak. That launches the 

adventure. 

St. George’s Vestry 
Season of Stewardship 2017 

  We hope you find our  

upcoming offerings helpful  

as our church travels on the  

Journey to Generosity.  

 
 


