
 

 

THE BANNER  

February 2016    Epiphany into Lent 
 

ST. GEORGE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
4301 North IH 35  Austin, TX  78722 
Phone: 512.454.2523  Fax: 512.454.2524 
Website:  www.sgchurch.org 
E-mail:  stgeorgeaustin@gmail.com 
Office hours:  Monday – Thursday, 9 am – 2 pm 

 

Mark Your Calendars 
 Wed, Feb 3 St. George’s School Open House 

 Wed, Feb 3 Wednesday Weavings 

 Thu, Feb 4 St. George’s School Open House 

 Sat, Feb 6 Women’s Book Club 

 Sun, Feb 7 Shrove Tuesday on Sunday 

 Mon, Feb 8 Vestry Meeting 

 Wed, Feb 10 Ash Wednesday 

 Wed, Feb 17 Lenten Series 

 Sat, Feb 20 Vestry Retreat 

 Sun, Feb 21 Outreach Meeting 

 Wed, Feb 24 Lenten Series 

Click on the following links to find: 

February Lay Ministry Schedule  

February Activities Calendar 
 

March Banner 
The deadline for news for the next issue of The Banner 

is Thursday, February 25th. Please email news and 

articles you would like included in the next issue to 

stgeorgeaustin@gmail.com. 
 

Ash Wednesday Services 
February 10th 

12:15 pm and 7:00 pm 

On Wednesday, February 10th, the St. George’s 

community will gather for Ash Wednesday services. This 

service initiates the season of Lent in the church calendar, 

a season of penitence and fasting. The observance of a 

holy Lent includes reading and meditation on God’s Holy 

Word, as well as self-examination and repentance by 

prayer, fasting, and self-denial. Join us as we journey 

together into this holy season. 

Sunday Schedule 

 8:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite I 

 9:45 am Choir Rehearsal 

 10:30 am Holy Eucharist Rite II 

with KidsWord & 

YouthWord 

 5:00 pm Recovery Eucharist 
 

The Rev. Kevin L J Schubert 

Rector 

The Rev. John Brewer 

Deacon 
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Music Minister 

Jennifer Joslyn-Siemiatkoski 

Office Administrator 

Jerri Thompson 

Day School Director 

August Dolan-Henderson 

Brad Dieringer 

Claire Irwin 

Clayton Kelley 

Denise Hope 

Mark Casstevens 

Mary Stewart Miller 

Raul Carrera 

Spencer Gordon 

Vestry 

Brad Dieringer 

Senior Warden 

Spencer Gordon 

Junior Warden 

Sandra Villalaz 

Financial Secretary 

Frances Rickard 

Treasurer 

Claire Irwin 

Clerk 

Mark Casstevens 

Day School Liaison 

 

http://www.sgchurch.org/
mailto:stgeorgeaustin@gmail.com
http://www.sgchurch.org/worship4.asp
http://www.sgchurch.org/events4.asp
mailto:stgeorgeaustin@gmail.com
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Rector’s Corner 
Dear St. George’s Family,  

Lately, I have been tremendously moved by the compassion, love, and dedication of the 

St. George’s community. These things are truly present in our common life as we come 

together in worship, partake in outreach ministries such as our SafePlace comfort bags, 

and simply are present with one another as brothers and sisters in Christ. I am profoundly 

grateful for each and every person here at St. George’s. May we continue to share God’s 

love, justice, and peace as we journey together through this new year.  

February is an important month in the church calendar, as we transition from the season 

after Epiphany into Lent. Ash Wednesday (February 10th) is the beginning of Lent, a season 

of self-reflection for us, as we inwardly reflect on our words, actions, and motives in order 

to better reconcile them with Christ’s own. The season affords us a time to reflect upon 

our relationship with God through meditation, prayer, alms-giving, and fasting. Along with 

our regular Sunday worship services, we have a great opportunity to observe Lent through 

our Wednesday evening Lenten program. You can find more information about these 

gatherings in this publication. I pray that you will enter into a Holy Lent this month and 

make a committed effort to strengthen your relationship with God in Christ. May this 

month be a blessing to you and your family.   

Peace, 

The Rev. Kevin LJ Schubert 
 

 

Wednesday Weavings 
With the approach of Lent, the adult discussion group Wednesday 

Weavings will meet just once in February. We’ll gather this Wednesday, 

February 3rd, from 6:30 to 8:00 pm, in Kleberg Hall, to share a simple 

meal, have a short time of centering prayer, and discuss a selected 

reading. Please join us if you can, and bring a contribution for the salad 

bar meal (fruit, vegetables, crunchy toppings, etc.). Contact Frances 

Rickard if you need a copy of the reading. Wednesday Weavings will 

resume after Easter, to give everyone a chance to attend the 

Wednesday evening programs during Lent. Please contact Frances with 

any questions. 
 

 

Women’s Book Club 
Please join us for next meeting of the St. George’s Women’s Book 

Club on Saturday, February 6th, from 3:00 to 5:00 pm, at the home 

of Sandra Villalaz. We will discuss O Pioneers! by Willa Cather. All St. 

George’s women are welcome to attend. This group is open and 

welcoming of all! Contact Sandra if you have any questions or want 

to join the fun. 
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Our Seminarians Return! 
On Sunday, February 7th, our seminarians J. Clarkson and (The Reverend!) Andrew Ellison 

will be rejoining us. Be sure to welcome them back! 
 

 

Shrove Tuesday on Sunday! 
Pancakes and sausages for all! On Sunday, February 7th, after 

the 10:30 service, come celebrate with our church family before 

we begin our Lenten observations on Ash Wednesday. Bring 

your appetites and a loving donation to support a new Youth 

service project, in accordance with our exploration of Works of 

Mercy. By the way, it would also be very appropriate and festive 

to wear your best hats. Hosted by St. George’s Youth and KidsWord. Contact Suzette 

Puckett with any questions. 

So what is Shrove Tuesday? Traditionally viewed as a day of confession and repentance, 

Shrove Tuesday has become over time the last day for celebration and feasting before the 

Lenten season of fasting and self-denial. Food items like meats, fats, eggs, milk, and fish 

were regarded as restricted during Lent. To keep such food from being wasted, many 

families would have big feasts on Shrove Tuesday in order to consume those items that 

would spoil during the next forty days. The English tradition of eating pancakes on Shrove 

Tuesday came about as a way to use as much milk, fats, and eggs as possible before Ash 

Wednesday. In France, the consumption of fatty foods on this day led to the name Fat 

Tuesday or Mardi Gras. And in New Orleans, they laissez les bons temps rouler for days, with 

music, dancing, and parades! (information from www.ShareFaith.com)  
 

 

Diocesan Council 
The 167th Diocesan Council of the Diocese of Texas will be held on Friday 

and Saturday, February 12th and 13th, at The Woodlands. The St. George’s 

delegation will consist of the Rev. Kevin Schubert, the Rev. John Brewer, 

Frances Rickard, Raul Carrera, Spencer Gordon, and Mary Stewart Miller. 

Diocesan Council is the organizational and decision-making body of the 

Episcopal Diocese of Texas; it meets annual and comprises lay and clergy 

members representing all the parishes and other ministries of the diocese. 

For more information on Diocesan Council go to www.epicenter.org/council. 
 

 

St. George’s Women’s Retreat 
The St. George’s Women’s Retreat will be held at Wessendorf Ranch, the weekend of April 

22nd to 24th. The retreat is open to all women of the church. Come renew your spirit, enjoy 

a get-away, and relax with the strong, powerful women of St. George’s Episcopal Church! 

Please contact Alice Nelson with questions. 
 

  

http://www.sharefaith.com/
http://www.epicenter.org/council
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Lenten Series 
Please join us for this year’s Lenten Series – Common Ground amidst 

Our Faiths: Comparing Shared Values and Beliefs among Christianity 

and Islam. The series is co-hosted by St. James’ Episcopal Church 

and the Dialogue Institute Southwest, along with St. George’s. 

Gatherings will be held on Wednesday evenings during Lent, from 

6:30 to 8:00 pm, with the following topics and locations: 

February 17th Justice St. James’ (1941 Webberville Road) 

February 24th Care for the Environment St. George’s* 

March 2nd Living Together in Peace St. James’ 

March 9th Varieties of Faith St. George’s 

After a shared meal, speakers from both faiths will address the evening’s appointed topic, 

followed by questions and discussion. Please join us for this opportunity to learn more 

about the faith of our Muslim sisters and brothers, and to deepen our understanding of 

our own faith as well. 

*St. George’s will offer a soup and salad bar meal when we host the Lenten Series on 

Wednesday, February 24th, in Kleberg Hall. The Wednesday Weavings discussion group will 

provide salad greens, meat, bread, and soup. Others who come from St. George’s are asked to 

bring a contribution for the salad bar (for example, raw fruits or veggies, grated cheese, 

crunchy toppings, etc.). 

 

 

Parish Directory 
No, the 2016 Parish Directory isn’t available yet. But we’re close! If you want to update 

your information from last year’s directory, or if you want to add new information, this is 

your last chance! To enter or update any information, please go to St. George’s Directory 

Form. Please contact the church office at stgeorgeaustin@gmail.com with any questions. 

 

 

News from the School 
Registration for the 2016-2017 school year begins on Monday, 

February 22nd, with parishioners enrolling on Wednesday, 

February 24th. If you or anyone you know is interested in 

enrolling your children in St. George’s Episcopal School, please 

come check out one of our Open Houses! The first one will be 

on Wednesday, February 3rd, at 8:30 am, and the next one will 

be on Thursday, February 4th, at 6:00 pm. Both sessions will be 

held in Kleberg Hall. At the Open Houses our Head of School, 

Ms. Jerri Thompson, will go over curriculum, explain our enrollment process in detail, and 

answer any additional questions that you might have. Please contact Erin Johnson at 512-

452-6063 or info@stgeorges-austin.com with any questions. Hope to see y’all there! 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1vGpmtfo0tqKdxXWAXwVomE13sSdPJ8efJGpJkXx9VIg/viewform?usp=send_form
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1vGpmtfo0tqKdxXWAXwVomE13sSdPJ8efJGpJkXx9VIg/viewform?usp=send_form
mailto:stgeorgeaustin@gmail.com
mailto:info@stgeorges-austin.com
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Handgun Policy 
As you know, as of January 1st, it is now legal for a person licensed to carry a handgun to do 

so, openly or concealed, in most public places in Texas. However, the policy of the Diocese 

of Texas has always been, and continues to be, that handguns have no place on church 

campuses, except in the hands of law enforcement. (And it remains illegal to carry a 

handgun on the premises of any school in Texas, public or private.) Under Texas law, 

churches have the right to forbid entry to someone carrying a gun, as long as they give 

legally effective notice to the public. In order to fulfill that legal requirement, we will soon 

be posting signs with the necessary legal language at every entrance that anyone carrying 

a handgun, openly or concealed, may not enter St. George’s property. 
 

 

February Birthdays and Anniversaries 
We wish the following parishioners a happy birthday: 

Anne McGonigle (February 1) 

Dora Robinson (February 1) 

Melissa Eason Brackin (February 2) 

Sutton Stevens (February 2) 

James Rickard (February 5) 

Joe Carrera (February 7) 

Henry Dieringer (February 13) 

Holden Schubert (February 15) 

Carolyn Powe (February 16) 

Luke Stevens (February 18) 

Dylan Worcester (February 22) 

Murphy Prentice (February 25) 

 

And a happy anniversary to: 

Herb Dickson and Sandra Villalaz-Dickson (February 13) 

Gayle and James Wall (February 17) 

Congratulations! 
 

 

 
 


