
 
 

THE BANNER  

 May 2016  Easter – Pentecost 
 

ST. GEORGE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
4301 North IH 35  Austin, TX  78722 
Phone: 512.454.2523  Fax: 512.454.2524 
Website:  www.sgchurch.org 
E-mail:  stgeorgeaustin@gmail.com 
Office hours:  Monday – Thursday, 9 am – 2 pm 

 

Mark Your Calendars 
 Sun, May 1 Lifelong Learning Series:  

The Way Forward in Mission 

 Wed, May 4 Wednesday Weavings 

 Sun, May 8 Lifelong Learning Series:  

The Way Forward in Mission 

 Sun, May 8 Seminarians’ Last Sunday 

 Sun, May 8 Mother’s Day 

 Mon, May 9 Vestry Meeting 

 Sat, May 14 Women’s Book Club 

 Sun, May 15 Pentecost / Holy Baptism 

 Sun, May 15 SafePlace Comfort Bags Sew-in 

 Wed, May 18 Wednesday Weavings 

 Sun, May 22 SafePlace Comfort Bags Assembly 

 Sun, May 29 Graduation Sunday 

Fifth Sunday Potluck 

 Mon, May 30 Memorial Day (Office closed) 

Click on the following links to find: 

May Lay Ministry Schedule 

May Activities Calendar 
 

 

 
 

 

June Banner 
The deadline for news for the next issue of 

The Banner is Monday, June 30th. Please email 

news and articles you would like included in 

the next issue to stgeorgeaustin@gmail.com. 

 

Sunday Schedule 

 8:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite I 

 9:45 am Choir Rehearsal 

 10:30 am Holy Eucharist Rite II 

with KidsWord & 

YouthWord 

 5:00 pm Recovery Eucharist 
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Rector’s Corner 
Dear St. George’s Family,  

We are coming to the end of the Easter season in a couple of weeks, when we will 

celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. The Great Sunday of Pentecost is a 

special day for St. George’s. I encourage everyone to wear red in celebration of the day. 

Liturgically, red symbolizes fire as the real presence of God through the Holy Spirit, as we 

read in the Acts of the Apostles 2:1-4: “When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all 

together in one place. And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a 

violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of 

fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled 

with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.” 

Pentecost is the day we celebrate the indwelling of the Holy Spirit among God’s people, 

empowering them to proclaim to the world the Good News of Christ, reaching to all nations 

in every language. During our worship on Sunday, May 15th we will celebrate the gift of the 

Spirit and give thanks for the church that gives us courage and strength to proclaim Christ’s 

love. We will also celebrate the sacrament of baptism. If you are interested in being 

baptized on the Day of Pentecost, please let the church office know as soon as possible. 

I pray that you and your family are blessed this month, and you are filled with the Holy 

Spirit, giving you guidance, patience, and courage throughout your life. May God fill you 

with love, grace, and peace. 

Peace, 

The Rev. Kevin LJ Schubert 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday Weavings 
Wednesday Weavings, St. George’s adult discussion group, meets the 

first and third Wednesdays of each month in different locations, from 

6:30 to 8:00 pm. We share a simple meal, a short time of centering 

prayer, and discussion on a selected reading for the evening, usually 

from the journal Weavings: A Journal of the Christian Spiritual Life. 

Because we discuss a different reading each time, feel free to come 

any Wednesday you can. Please bring a contribution for the salad bar meal (for example, 

fruit, vegetable, or crunchy toppings). Contact Frances Rickard with any questions. 

In May, our gatherings will be on May 4th, at Hollie and Spencer Gordon’s home, and on 

May 18th, in Kleberg Hall. Copies of the reading will be available in church, on the tables in 

both narthexes, on the Sunday before the Wednesday gathering, and you can also get a 

copy by contacting Frances. We hope to see you there!  
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Lifelong Learning Series 
The Way Forward in Mission 

You have one more chance to join our current Lifelong Learning Series: The Way Forward in 

Mission! 

If you like excitement and challenge, now is a good time to live as the 

church re-roots itself in the Great Commission of being sent into the 

world. We are all missionaries wherever we go, wherever we live, 

whatever we do, whoever we are. 

Cultivating the Missional Church, page 38 

Come discover our past to see where we are heading today. Come 

dream with us and see what might be. Please join us 15 minutes after 

the conclusion of the 10:30 service in Kleberg Hall on May 8th, for 

approximately 30-45 minutes. 

 

 

Seminarians’ Last Sunday 
Over the past two years, we have been blessed to have Andrew Ellison as our seminarian. His 

last Sunday with us will be Sunday, May 8th, and we will be wishing him farewell. The 10:30 

service will include a special blessing for Andrew and his family, and his future ministry. 

Following the service, we’ll present him with a parting gift, and of course enjoy refreshments 

in Kleberg Hall in his honor!  

We will also celebrate J. Clarkson’s time with us over this past year and wish him well during 

the summer. We look forward to J.’s rejoining us again in September, along with our new 

seminarians for the 2016-17 academic year, Richelle Thompson and Abram Jones. 

 

 

Women’s Book Club 
Please join us for the next meeting of the St. George’s Women’s 

Book Club, on Saturday, May 14th, from 3:00 t0 5:00 pm, at the 

home of Carolyn Moreau. We will discuss Between the World and 

Me, by Ta-Nehisi Coates. All St. George’s women are welcome to 

attend – please consider joining us! This group is open and 

welcoming of all. Please contact Sandra Villalaz with any 

questions, or if you want to join the fun. 

 

 

Baptism 
On the Day of Pentecost, Sunday, May 15th, at the 10:30 am service, we will 

baptize Braxton Smiser. We congratulate Braxton and his family, and we 

welcome him as the newest member of the Church! 

Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ  

your Son may live in the power of his resurrection and look for him  

to come again in glory; who lives and reigns now and for ever. 
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SafePlace Comfort Bags 
Our Outreach Ministry Highlight for the month of May is SafePlace, an organization that 

provides services to survivors of sexual and 

domestic violence and their families. (For more 

information about SafePlace and opportunities to 

get involved, visit their website at 

www.safeplace.org.) St. George’s has had a long 

and fruitful relationship with SafePlace, and we 

had the privilege of being invited for a tour and 

coffee hour refreshments in April.  
 

Our primary ministry to SafePlace is creating approximately 450 comfort bags each year, to 

be given to women and men who are undergoing clinical exams for and official reports of 

sexual assault. 

 Our next sew-in to create the bags will be on Sunday, May 15th, after the 10:30 service, 
with lunch provided. You can help greatly even if you can’t sew, since we need cutters, 
pressers and ribbon stringers. We will also need sewing machines, irons, ironing boards, 
scissors, thread, seam rippers, and safety pins. Donations of fabric and ribbon are 
appreciated! 

 We will stuff and assemble bags on Sunday, May 22nd, after the 10:30 service. Please 
contact Sarah Campbell (cowmarket2@gmail.com) to find out what items are still 
needed and sign up to donate some. Please leave donations in the closet in Kleberg on 
the table to the right of the door, or bring them with you on May 22nd. We will need 
many hands to assemble that many bags, so please bring your willing hands. 

Thank you for your continued support of this important ministry! Please contact Sarah 

Campbell or Hollie Gordon with any questions. 

 

 
 

 

Celebrating Our Graduates 
On Sunday, May 29th, St. George’s will offer a special liturgy at the 10:30 

am service to celebrate those graduating or moving forward in their 

educational journey. We will offer a blessing for those who are 

graduating from high school, college, or any other certificate or 

degree program. All students and their families are invited to attend 

this service. If you or your child are graduating from any such program, 

please contact Jennifer Joslyn-Siemiatkoski in the church office 

(stgeorgeaustin@gmail.com or 512-454-2523) so that we can honor him or her during the 

service. 
  

http://www.safeplace.org/
mailto:cowmarket2@gmail.com
mailto:stgeorgeaustin@gmail.com
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Fifth Sunday Potluck 
This year, May is one of the months with five 

Sundays, and that means we’ll have a Fifth Sunday 

Potluck! We will gather after the 10:30 service on 

Sunday, May 29th, in Kleberg Hall, to enjoy good 

food and fellowship. This is a great opportunity for 

extra visiting time with church friends and guests. 

Bring something to share if you can, but if you 

can’t bring anything, don’t let that keep you away. 

There’s always plenty to go around! 

 

 

Fifth Sunday Offering  
Having a fifth Sunday also means that all the loose cash and coins 

placed in the offering plate are designated to support a particular 

purpose aspect of our parish life. This month, the Fifth Sunday 

Offering will go to the purchase of albs for the Lay Eucharistic 

Ministers (LEMs). The alb is the traditional Eucharistic vestment and 

is always worn by the clergy at services of Holy Eucharist at St. 

George’s. But we have never had a set of albs for the other ministers 

who assist in leading our Eucharistic services. Our LEMs serve 

wearing a cassock and surplice, which are more appropriately worn 

by those presiding at Morning or Evening Prayer services. (On top of 

which, our cassocks and surplices are quite old and starting to fall 

apart!) An alb and cincture (rope belt) together will cost about $120, 

so we’ll need to raise about $700 to get a set of six albs in different 

sizes, so that all our current and future LEMs will have an 

appropriately sized option. Please be generous in your cash offering 

on Sunday, May 29th (or write a check to St. George’s with “Albs” in the memo line), and 

you will soon be receiving communion from a LEM in a sparkling white alb! 

 

 
 

Seminary Commencement 
 The Seminary of the Southwest will hold its sixty-fifth commencement  

  Tuesday, May 24th, at 10:00 am, at St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church, at  

   8134 Mesa Drive, Austin. St. George’s seminarian Andrew Ellison will  

    be among the graduates. And this year, honorary degree recipients  

   include Presiding Bishop Michael Curry! 
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Funeral / Memorial Service Preparation 
Last fall, St. George’s engaged in a parish-wide book study of Atul 

Gawande’s Being Mortal: Medicine and What Matters in the End. 

Reading and discussion the book gave parishioners a chance to 

consider what the reality of death means for themselves and their 

relationships with others. One aspect of facing one’s own 

mortality is being prepared for one’s death and the impact it will 

have on family and community. Such preparedness takes many 

forms of course, from the spiritual to the legal and financial, but one piece of it is spending 

some time thinking about what each of us would like our own funerals or memorial services 

to look like. What music has been meaningful to us? What Scripture passages will bring 

comfort to our loved ones? Who would we most like to be present to remember us by 

speaking, reading, or singing? St. George’s has begun using a new form to help think 

through such questions ahead of time, and Kevin is available to meet with parishioners who 

would like to discuss them. Whether you know exactly what you want to happen at your 

funeral or memorial service, or you’ve never even thought of it and don’t have the faintest 

idea, please consider taking advantage of this opportunity to think, talk, and pray about it. 

 

 

News from the School 
Our tradition is still going strong! On Friday, April 22nd, children, 

teachers, and parents all gathered in Kleberg for our annual 

Slaying of the Dragon. The children had spent the previous 

week creating and decorating the cardboard-box dragons in 

preparation for the 

event. We sang songs 

and heard a story about 

a dragon and a knight, 

and then our pre-K students were officially knighted 

by their parents, after which all the students got to 

slay the dragons! It was adorable. 

Following our dragon-slaying, we spent the evening of Sunday, April 24th, at J. Black’s, for a 

Knight for St. George’s. The event was a big success, and we had a record-breaking year, 

raising $25,000! All the funds raised will continue to enhance our playgrounds and parking 

lot, and provide equipment for the classrooms. Many thanks to all who came out and 

supported us, and to the St. George’s congregation for your continued love and support. 

Registration for our summer programs is open, and we still have space available. We can 

accommodate a variety of schedules, as our camps have options for two, three, or five days 

per week, and registration can be by the week or by the month. We even have a few half-

day camps for older elementary-age kids. Details are available in our Summer Camp 

Brochure; feel free to contact us at 512-452-6063 or info@stgeorges-austin.com. Or just 

stop by the office – we’d love to see you!  
  

mailto:info@stgeorges-austin.com
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Camp Allen 
Haven’t yet decided what your kids are doing this summer? Send them to 

Camp Allen! Camp Allen’s summer camp is one of the largest summer 

camp programs in the Episcopal Church. Each summer, over 1900 campers 

from across Texas come to refocus, relax, and have a blast. Camp Allen’s 

mission is “to provide a unique environment for young people to experience 

God, establish valuable relationships within the camping community, and grow 

through a variety of creative, safe, and challenging opportunities.” The camp is located in a 

beautiful pine forest with rolling hills and two lakes. Activities include swimming, canoeing 

and kayaking, horseback riding, archery, arts and crafts, hiking, and much more! For more 

information, or to register, visit www.campallen.org/summercamp/.  
 

 

Spiritual Formation School Accepting Applications 
You may be called to listen to another on his or her spiritual path. 

You may be called to teach workshops or lead quiet days. Or, you 

may be called simply to work on the transformation of your own soul 

and see where God leads you. FIND, a school for spiritual formation 

run by the Diocese of Texas, is now offering programs in both spiritual direction training 

and in spiritual formation for ministry. Applications will be accepted until June 30. See 

www.f-in-d.org for more information and an application form. Or contact the Director of 

FIND, Kathleen Phillips, at 979-324-4302 or finddirectr@yahoo.com. 
 

 

May Birthdays and Anniversaries 
We wish the following parishioners a happy birthday: 

James Wall (May 4) 

Alice Nelson (May 9) 

Ethan Worcester (May 9) 

Chloe Metcalf (May 13) 

Clayton Kelley (May 13) 

Anne Weaver (May 15) 

Carolyn Porter (May 16) 

Lydia Kelley (May 17) 

Joel McAlister (May 19) 

Kelly Puckett (May 28) 

August Dolan-Henderson (May 31) 

 

And a happy anniversary to:

Heather & Kevin Schubert (May 1) 

Carolyn & David Stuart (May 25) 

 

Clayton & Lydia Kelley (May 26) 

 

Congratulations and Best Wishes! 
 

 

Links for Further Information 

St. George’s Church website 

St. George’s Episcopal School 

The Episcopal Diocese of Texas 

The Episcopal Church, USA 

The Lectionary 

Camp Allen 

St. George’s Court 

Episcopal Relief and Development 

http://www.campallen.org/summercamp/
http://www.f-in-d.org/
mailto:finddirectr@yahoo.com
http://www.sgchurch.org/
http://www.stgeorges-austin.com/
http://www.epicenter.org/
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/
http://www.lectionarypage.net/
http://www.campallen.org/
http://www.stgeorgescourt.org/
http://www.er-d.org/

