
 
 

THE BANNER  

 August 2016  Season after Pentecost 
 

ST. GEORGE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
4301 North IH 35  Austin, TX  78722 
Phone: 512.454.2523  Fax: 512.454.2524 
Website:  www.sgchurch.org 
E-mail:  stgeorgeaustin@gmail.com 
Office hours:  Monday – Thursday, 9 am – 2 pm 

 

 

Mark Your Calendars  
 Wed, Aug 3 Wednesday Weavings 

 Sun, Aug 7 Discovery Class 

 Sun, Aug 7 Acolyte Training 

 Mon, Aug 8 Vestry Meeting 

 Tue, Aug 9 Choir Rehearsals Resume 

 Sat, Aug 13 Women’s Book Group 

 Sun, Aug 14 Discovery Class 

 Wed, Aug 17 Wednesday Weavings 

 Sun, Aug 21 Discovery Class 

 Sun, Aug 28 Blessing of the Backpacks /  
School 50th Birthday Celebration 

 Sun, Aug 28 Bishop Dena Harrison (Confirmation, 
Reception, & Reaffirmation) 

Click on the following links to find: 

August Lay Ministry Schedule 

August Activities Calendar 
 

 

 Feast Days 
1 Joseph of Arimathea 

6 The Transfiguration of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ 

7 John Mason Neale, Priest, 1866 

8 Dominic, Priest and Friar, 1221 

10 Laurence, Deacon, and Martyr at 
Rome, 258 

11 Clare, Abbess at Assisi, 1253 

13 Jeremy Taylor, Bishop of Down, 
Connor, and Dromore, 1667 

14 Jonathan Myrick Daniels, 
Seminarian and Martyr, 1965 

15 Saint Mary the Virgin 

18 William Porcher DuBose, Priest, 
1918 

20 Bernard, Abbot of Clairvaux, 1153 

24 Saint Bartholomew the Apostle 

25 Louis, King of France, 1270 

27 Thomas Gallaudet, 1902, with 
Henry Winter Syle, 1890 

28 Augustine, Bishop of Hippo, and 
Theologian, 430 

31 Aidan, Bishop of Lindisfarne, 651 

 

 

The deadline for news for the 

September issue of The Banner is 

Tuesday, August 30th. Please email 

news and articles you would like 

included in the next issue to stgeorgeaustin@gmail.com. 

 

Sunday Schedule 

 8:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite I 

 9:45 am Choir Rehearsal 

 10:30 am Holy Eucharist Rite II 

with KidsWord & 

YouthWord 

 5:00 pm Recovery Eucharist 
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Rector’s Corner 
Dear St. George’s Family,  

Over the past several weeks, we have witnessed harrowing 

tragedies of violence, terrorism, and racism throughout the world, 

leaving many in a state of fear and anxiety. The effect of these 

events has been compounded by the divisiveness in our political 

system. Many are heartbroken and frightened by these events, 

and thus easily influenced to attempt to erect unstable boundaries 

between themselves and those whom they perceive to be different. 

During these troubling times it is imperative that we, as followers of 

Christ, reject the impulse to isolate ourselves in an empty search for security and comfort. 

The trials and tribulations that our world is experiencing are nothing new. What is new is 

the understanding that those affected are closer than we once thought. Bombings, 

shootings, and brutality, once thought to be distant and infrequent occurrences, are now 

accessed through many forms of ever-present media, showing us that those affected are 

not so far away as we once thought. And the ability to capture these events has been 

exponentially increased by the gadgets most of us carry in our pockets.  

I believe whole-heartedly in Jesus’ commandments: “You shall love the Lord your God, and 

you shall love your neighbor as yourself.” In these words from our Lord, we find a calling to 

reach out in love to this hurting world, rather than recoiling inward. This commandment 

seems simple at first glance, but becomes more difficult – and more deeply meaningful – 

when we try to live it out. Over the past few Sundays I have been preaching about an 

appropriate reaction to these recent events. A hallmark of these sermons has been a call to 

action by our beloved church, to continually expose God’s love already present. As faithful 

Christians, I believe that the genesis of such action is in prayer. 

This past Sunday we at St. George’s began a new practice of prayer that we will participate 

in together over the following ten weeks. At the conclusion of the prayers of the people 

during our 10:30 service, rather than a traditional concluding collect voiced by myself alone, 

we will recite together the “Prayer for the Human Family” (BCP p. 815). I’ve included this 

prayer below to allow you to familiarize yourself with it. This prayer speaks to our hope for 

God’s love to abound in a confusing and fearful world.  

O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son: Look 
with compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and hatred 
which infect our hearts; break down the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of 
love; and work through our struggle and confusion to accomplish your purposes on 
earth; that, in your good time, all nations and races may serve you in harmony around 
your heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

But of course, the commandment to love does not end with our prayers. I am reminded of 

this by one of my favorite bloggers, David Lose, who wrote: “So the question I am 

pondering just now is, how would we act if our prayers were offered to God confidently, 

trusting that God will respond so much more generously than any earthly parent? Perhaps I 

wouldn’t just sit back and wait for God to answer but would start moving, get to work, 

actually start living into the reality of what I’ve prayed for. So rather than pray for someone 

who is lonely, maybe I’d go visit. Rather than pray for an end to violence, maybe I’d 

campaign against the legality of military-grade semi-automatic weapons, or protest when 
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police use unnecessary force, or go visit the police station to tell officers that I’m grateful 

for their service and pray for their safety. And so forth.” 

Prayer shapes believing. I believe that these words capture our deep theological roots in 

the Episcopal Church. The prayers we say as a loving community, inform our spiritual 

beliefs, and thus transform who we are and what we do. The love we pray becomes the 

love we share. I ask that, in both our regular corporate worship and your personal prayers, 

you consider the ways that St. George’s can live out the commandment to love. How can 

we be active participants in God’s love outside the walls of our church? What does a loving 

relationship with our neighbors look like?  

Many houses of prayer and worship throughout the world are already participating in 

numerous ways to bridge divisions, improve relationships, and decrease violence. I invite 

our community to do the same. In order to do this, I believe, there must be an organic 

energy present from you, the parishioners. Over the next several weeks, please share your 

ideas with other members of St. George’s and myself. Let us follow the commandment of 

Jesus, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with 

all your mind. This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall 

love your neighbor as yourself.” (Matthew 22:37-39)  

May God be with you and bless you. 

Peace, 

The Rev. Kevin LJ Schubert 

 

 

Wednesday Weavings 
 

The St. George’s adult discussion group Wednesday Weavings 

gathers on the first and third Wednesdays of each month, from 

6:30 to 8:00 pm, in different locations. We share a simple meal, 

have a short time of centering prayer, and discuss a selected 

reading from the journal Weavings: A Journal of the Christian 

Spiritual Life. In August, our gatherings will be on August 3rd, in 

Kleberg Hall (hosted by Pete Sebert and Elaine Hosage), and on 

August 17th, at the home of Gayle and James Wall. 

 

This month, we begin a new issue of Weavings, entitled “Unraveling toward Love.” The 

articles in this issue, which we will read over the late summer and early fall, may serve as 

springboards for discussion about loving responses to the prevalent violence and suffering 

we have witnessed in our city streets and around the world this summer. Please join us if 

you can. Please bring a contribution for the salad bar meal (for example, fruit, vegetables, 

cheese, or crunchy toppings). More information and copies of the reading will be available 

in church on the Sunday before each Wednesday gathering. We hope to see you there! For 

more information, contact Frances Rickard at fajrickard@gmail.com.  

mailto:fajrickard@gmail.com
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Summer Sunday School 
If you have not yet taken the opportunity to teach a KidsWord or YouthWord class this 

summer, this is your last chance! Our wonderful teachers, who dedicate their time to our 

children and youth every Sunday throughout the school year, enjoy the chance to worship 

in church with their families in the summer. And working with our children and youth gives 

the rest of us an opportunity to explore our shared faith and tradition in a new way. We can 

provide materials and lesson plans, or you can create your own. For more information or to 

sign up, please contact Jan Phillips at janphillips62@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

Calling all Future Acolytes! 
St. George’s is looking for anyone interested in serving at the altar as an 

acolyte this coming school year, starting in August. You must at least be 

starting 5th grade, but there is no upper age limit! We will be holding a 

one-day training session on Sunday, August 7th, after the 10:30 service. 

Lunch will be provided. To sign up, or with any questions, please 

contact Joel McAlister at joelmcal@gmail.com.  

 

 

Discovery Class 
Join us for our three-week Discovery Class in August. This class will 

be held on three Sunday mornings at 9:00 am, between the 

two services, on August 7th, August 14th, and August 21st, and 

is open to all who are interested in learning more about St. 

George’s and the Episcopal Church, whether or not you wish to 

formally join either. Our rector Kevin will teach participants about 

the history, theology, polity, and biblical interpretation of the 

Episcopal Church, with a particular emphasis on how they are lived 

out at St. George’s. Those who feel so called may be confirmed, be 

received into the Episcopal Church, or re-affirm their baptismal vows, 

when Bishop Dena Harrison is with us on August 28th. For more 

information, please contact Kevin at kevinljschubert@gmail.com.   

mailto:janphillips62@gmail.com
mailto:joelmcal@gmail.com
mailto:kevinljschubert@gmail.com
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St. George’s Choir 
Choir rehearsals are starting up again on Tuesday, August 9th, but we’re missing one thing 

this year – YOU!  

Can’t read music? Not a problem. It’s not necessary.  

Can’t come on Tuesday nights? We can work with you! I can 

send you music ahead of time, or just come at 9:45 am on 

Sunday mornings for our practice before the 10:30 service.  

Can’t commit to singing every week? Just do what you can! 

We’ll be happy to have you join us any time that you are able!  

There has never been a better time to get involved in the music ministry at St. George’s! 

Contact Anne Weaver at annecw515@gmail.com with any questions. We hope you’ll join a 

lovely group of people as we lift our voices in praise. 

 

 

Women’s Book Group 
Please join us for the next meeting of the St. George’s 

Women’s Book Group, on Saturday, August 13th, from 3:00 to 

5:00 pm, at the home of Bridgette Bienecke. We will discuss 

Little Bee, by Chris Cleave. All the women of St. George’s are 

welcome to attend; this group is open and welcoming of all. 

We hope you can join us for interesting conversation, delicious 

snacks, and our book discussion. If you are interested in the 

group, or even just a little curious, please contact Sandra 

Villalaz at sandra.villalaz48@gmail.com or 512-762-8349 to learn more. Happy reading! 

 

 

Blessing of the Backpacks 
The School’s 50th Birthday Celebration  

Sunday, August 28th brings us multiple school-related blessings! Bring your 

backpacks (or lunchboxes, pencil cases, or anything else you or your child 

takes to school!) to the 10:30 service, and we’ll have the opportunity to 

bless them (and their owners) as a way of starting off the new school 

year. The service will also include the Installation of new teachers and 

trustees at our school. 

After the service, we’ll have a special treat because this year is the 50th 

anniversary of St. George’s Episcopal School. Join us as we look back 

at how our school has made a positive impact in the lives of so many 

families. We’ll meet in Kleberg Hall and on the playground for festive 

activities, food, music, face-painting, snow-cones, a magician, a water 

slide, and more. If you’ve had a personal connection to the school, 

come prepared to share your stories and memories!  

mailto:annecw515@gmail.com
mailto:sandra.villalaz48@gmail.com
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The Bishop Is Coming! 
The Right Reverend Dena Harrison, Bishop Suffragan of the Diocese of 

Texas, will be with us at St. George’s on Sunday, August 28th, for a 5:00 

pm service of Holy Eucharist. All three bishops in our diocese spend 

much of their time with congregations throughout the diocese in order 

to provide whatever support and guidance the parishioners and clergy 

need, and to maintain connections between the various parishes of our 

far-flung diocese. While here, Bishop Dena will preside and preach at 

the Eucharist, as well as administer the sacrament of Confirmation and 

preside at the rites of Reception and Reaffirmation of Faith (BCP, pages 412-

419) for participants in the Discovery Class who wish to do so.  

The sacrament of Confirmation is a mature, public reaffirmation of the Christian faith and of 

the promises made at one’s baptism. It is administered by a bishop because bishops serve 

as symbols of the wider Church and its continuity throughout the centuries. Confirmations 

performed in most other Christian traditions are considered valid in the Episcopal Church, 

so those confirmed in such a tradition who now wish to join the Episcopal Church do not 

need to be confirmed again. They may participate in the rite of Reception, in which an 

Episcopal Bishop receives them into the Episcopal Church. At times, adult members of the 

Episcopal Church wish to publically reaffirm their faith, either because they’ve returned to 

the church after a period of absence, or because they’ve come to a new understanding of 

their faith which they wish to acknowledge liturgically. The rite of Reaffirmation provides 

an opportunity to do so with the blessing of a bishop, and may be repeated as many times 

as one feels called to do so. 
 

 

Parish Financial Statement 
Below is a statement of St. George’s actual income and expenses compared 

to the income and expense amounts the Vestry budgeted for the first 

six months of the year. This statement does not include income or 

expenses from funds outside the general operating fund, such as 

donations to Outreach Committee projects, memorial funds, or special 

fund-raisers. A more complete report is posted on the bulletin board in Kleberg Hall.  

Year-to-Date Financial Statement 
January to June 2016 

  Actual Budgeted 

Plate, pledge, and offering income $ 9 7 , 3 1 6 $ 10 1 , 2 69 

Other income* $ 1 4 , 686 $ 1 9 , 9 8 2 

Total Income $ 11 2 , 00 2 $ 12 1 , 2 5 1 

Total Expenses $ 11 5 , 7 1 0 $ 12 0 , 9 07 

Difference between Income and Expenses** $ ( 3 , 708) $    3 4 4 

* Consists of donations for altar flowers, building use fees, reimbursements from St. 
George’s School, and Randall’s Card income. 

**To offer a comparison, at this point last year the difference between actual income 
and expenses was a negative balance of $(10,223). 

If you have questions about this report, please contact parish treasurer Frances Rickard 

(fajrickard@gmail.com). If you have questions about your pledge, please contact parish 

financial secretary Sandra Villalaz (sandra.villalaz48@gmail.com).   

mailto:fajrickard@gmail.com
mailto:sandra.villalaz48@gmail.com
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Liturgical Settings in Ordinary Time 

The Season after Pentecost, also known as Ordinary Time, is a LONG 

season! It’s especially long this year, stretching for 27 Sundays, from 

May 22nd through November 20th. At St. George’s, as at many 

Episcopal churches, we generally only change the musical settings 

and Eucharistic Prayer form when we start a new season. But 

because Ordinary Time is so long, we usually divide it in half, 

changing the settings and prayer form halfway through the season. 

This year, we decided to divide it into three sections of nine Sundays 

each. (Each section is still longer than any other season in the church 

year!) On July 24th, we began using Eucharistic Prayer C and the 

complete set of service music settings written for St. George’s by our 

Music Minister, Anne Weaver. We’ll make another change starting on 

September 25th, which will take us all the way to the beginning of Advent.  

The specific information about music and prayers for each Sunday will always be in the 

bulletin, of course. But for those of you interested in how the liturgy is planned each week, 

and how the individual weeks fit into a larger whole, we wanted to share our approach to 

this very long season. 

 

 

Parish Retreat 

Each fall, St. George’s gathers for a time of rest, 

relaxation, and community-building at the beautiful 

WellSpring Ranch in the Texas Hill Country. This year’s 

retreat will be held from Friday, November 11th, 

through Sunday, November 13th. The retreat is 

dedicated to enriching our communal bonds as we 

enjoy times of worship, recreation, social activities, 

fellowship, and great food! We’ll have plenty of free 

time to enjoy the beautiful scenery of the Texas Hill 

Country. The Ranch offers a tranquil atmosphere with incredible views of the surrounding 

hill country, comfortable accommodations, a lovely chapel on the highest point, and a 

gorgeous and inspiring Umlauf sculpture of Jesus. It also provides easy access to view a 

remarkable geological phenomenon called the Narrows, created by the Blanco River 

rushing through a narrow limestone canyon.  

More information about registration and costs will be forthcoming, but be sure mark the 

dates on your calendar now. Join us for a relaxing weekend in a beautiful setting, with our 

wonderful community!   
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Wednesday Eucharist 

The Wednesday 12:15 Eucharist and Healing Service is currently on a hiatus over the summer 

and will resume after Labor Day. Feel free to contact Kevin at kevinljschubert@gmail.com 

with any questions. 

 

 

August Birthdays and Anniversaries 

We wish the following parishioners a happy birthday: 

Rob Blech (Aug 2) 

Ruth Crawford (Aug 3) 

Noah Savage (Aug 3) 

Geneva Carder (Aug 4) 

David McGhee (Aug 4) 

Tom Sethre (Aug 5) 

John Rickard (Aug 6) 

David Stuart (Aug 7) 

Elzy Cogswell (Aug 9) 

Dewey Brackin (Aug 12) 

Ada Pewitt (Aug 12) 

Carole Wall (Aug 13) 

Loretta Navarro (Aug 13) 

Susan Highfield (Aug 14) 

Ronn Worcester (Aug 17) 

Royce Blech (Aug 19) 

Roberta Tisdale (Aug 19) 

Sarah Campbell (Aug 23) 

Sue Worcester (Aug 27) 

Dale Curry (Aug 29) 

And a happy anniversary to:

Ronn & Sue Worcester (Aug 18) Carolyn & Scott Powe (Aug 27)

Congratulations and Best Wishes! 

 

 

 
 

 

Links for Further Information 

St. George’s Church website 

St. George’s Episcopal School 

The Episcopal Diocese of Texas 

The Episcopal Church, USA 

The Lectionary 

Camp Allen 

St. George’s Court 

Episcopal Relief and Development
 

mailto:kevinljschubert@gmail.com
http://www.sgchurch.org/
http://www.stgeorges-austin.com/
http://www.epicenter.org/
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/
http://www.lectionarypage.net/
http://www.campallen.org/
http://www.stgeorgescourt.org/
http://www.er-d.org/

