
 
 

 
 

 

4301 North IH 35  Austin, TX  78722 
Phone: 512.454.2523  Fax: 512.454.2524 

Website:  www.sgchurch.org 
E-mail:  stgeorgeaustin@gmail.com 

Office hours:  Monday – Thursday, 9:00 am – 2:00 pm 

 

 

Mark Your Calendars 
Sat, Dec 10 Women’s Book Group 

Sun, Dec 11 Pink Candle Party 

Mon, Dec 12 Vestry Meeting 

Sun, Dec 18 Christmas Greening 

Fri, Dec 24 Christmas Eve  

Dec 26 - Jan 2 Church office closed 

Fri, Jan 6 Epiphany Service 

Click on the following links to find: 

December Lay Ministry Schedule 

December Activities Calendar 

 

 

Feast Days 
1 Nicholas Ferrar, Deacon, 1637 

2 Channing Moore Williams, 
Missionary Bishop in China and 
Japan, 1910 

4 John of Damascus, Priest, c. 760 

5 Clement of Alexandria, Priest, c. 210 

6 Nicholas, Bishop of Myra, c. 342 

7 Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, 397 

13 Lucy (Lucia), Martyr at Syracuse, 304 

17 William Lloyd Garrison, 1879, and 
Maria Stewart, 1879, Prophetic 
Witnesses 

21 Saint Thomas the Apostle 

25 The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ 

26 Saint Stephen, Deacon and 
Martyr 

27 Saint John, Apostle and 
Evangelist 

28 The Holy Innocents 

29 Thomas Becket, Archbishop of 
Canterbury, 1170 

30 Frances Joseph Gaudet, 
Educator and Prison Reformer, 
1934 

 

 

The deadline for news for 

the January issue of  

The Banner is Thursday, 

December 22nd. Please 

email news and articles 

you would like included in the next  

issue to stgeorgeaustin@gmail.com. 

Sunday Schedule 

 8:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite I 

 9:45 am Choir Rehearsal 

 10:30 am Holy Eucharist Rite II 

with KidsWord & 

YouthWord 

 5:00 pm Recovery Eucharist 
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Rector’s Corner 
Dear St. George’s Family,  

This past Sunday marked the beginning of Advent, ushering in a new 

year for the church in the liturgical calendar. Advent is a special time 

in the church, and especially for St. George’s. The word Advent 

comes from the Latin word adventus, meaning coming. In reference 

to Christ, the first advent is his incarnation, the second is his future 

second coming. The season is a time of expectant waiting and 

anticipation for the coming of Jesus Christ. The four Sundays of Advent, 

which lead up to Christmas, mark a time of patient anticipation that calls Christ’s believers 

to reverently and prayerfully prepare for Christ’s entrance into the world. I especially invite 

each of you to participate in the season of Advent at St. George’s.  

During this season, we are usually bombarded with preparing our households for parties 

and big family meals, as we rush to gather presents for loved ones and decorate our homes 

for the celebration of Christmas. This busy-ness is inevitable during this month, but I invite 

you to also take the time to prepare your heart, mind, and soul for the coming of Christ by 

attending Sunday morning worship at St. George’s. By participating in the Advent season, 

we prepare ourselves to welcome Christ into our lives time and time again, noticing the 

ways in which Jesus continually transforms our lives into a holy vessel for God’s love to 

reside.  

For many, the seasons of Advent and Christmas are difficult, as memories of loved ones 

that have passed or thoughts of family from whom we are estranged bring waves of grief. I 

pray that you feel the warm embrace of your St. George’s family during this time and allow 

God’s grace and love to pour into your soul.  

May God bless you and your family during these Advent and Christmas seasons! 

Peace, 

The Rev. Kevin LJ Schubert 

 

 

Christmas Services 
Saturday, December 24th 

 6:00 pm Christmas Eve Service, Holy Eucharist Rite II 

  Christmas Pageant, with music by children & youth 

 10:30 pm Christmas Eve Service, Holy Eucharist Rite II 

  “Midnight” Mass, with choral music 

Sunday, December 25th 

 10:30 am Holy Eucharist Rite II 

 Please note – there will be NO 8:00 am service on Christmas Day. 

Sunday, January 1st 

 8:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite I, no music 

 10:30 am Holy Eucharist Rite II, with Lessons and Carols 
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The Season of Advent 
The first Sunday of Advent begins the Church’s liturgical year. 

Advent begins four Sundays before Christmas and lasts until 

Christmas Eve. It is a time of reflection, waiting and preparation 

for the birth of Jesus Christ. The season’s name is derived from 

the Latin word adventus, which means “coming” or 

“arrival.” Advent is a time of preparation and expectation 

for the coming celebration of our Lord’s nativity, and for the final coming of Christ. The 

Scripture readings throughout the season reflect this double anticipation of the coming of 

Christ – his First Advent as a babe in Bethlehem, and his Second Advent in power and glory. 

Advent is a reminder that we live between the times, when what has been promised has 

not yet been fulfilled. Advent is also an invitation into a space of prayerful expectation that 

is often at odds with the larger culture’s approach to the weeks before Christmas. 

The most common symbol of Advent is the Advent Wreath – a circle of greenery with four 

(or five) candles, each of which represents one of the Sundays of the season. (If a fifth 

candle is used, it is placed in the center and called the Christ Candle, and it is lit on 

Christmas Eve.) Each Sunday, the circle of light expands, as Christ comes ever closer. 

 

 

Music during Advent with Children & Youth 
At the 10:30 Sunday morning services throughout Advent, 

KidsWord and YouthWord will be devoted to music! We will 

gather each Sunday in Kleberg Hall, share a brief Advent 

ceremony, and learn several pieces of Christmas music. We’ll 

sing and play instruments, with the youth helping the 

younger children learn the songs. Those who are able to 

attend St. George’s beautiful pageant service on Christmas 

Eve will provide the music for that service, as we tell the story of the birth of Christ in word 

and song. But all of our children and youth are welcome to join us and learn this wonderful 

music, whether or not they can participate in the pageant. Come sing with us! 

 

 

Pink Candle Party 
Christmas is coming, the goose is getting fat! Please come (and bring a 

friend) to our traditional Pink Candle Party on Sunday, December 11th after the 

10:30 service, in Kleberg Hall. We’ll have lunch and desserts, Christmas crafts, 

and carols to sing. Bring your voices, and an instrument if you’d like to 

join the holiday jam. Youth will be collecting donations for a worthy 

cause (yet to be determined). The party will be hosted by Youth and 

Children’s families. If you want to help with food or in any other way, 

please contact Suzette Puckett at cshpuckett@austin.rr.com. 
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Women’s Book Group Holiday Tea 
Mark your calendars for the St. George’s Women’s Book Group’s 

Annual Holiday Tea! This is a meeting you don’t want to miss. 

Please join us on Saturday, December 10th, from 3:00 to 5:00 

pm, at the home of Sarah Campbell, to be part of our annual 

Holiday Tea, a book exchange, a gift collection for the 

Women’s Storybook Project, conversation with remarkable 

women, and a discussion of Plainsong, by Kent Haruf. 

 Holiday Tea – Our custom is to share in creating the banquet table. Sarah will prepare 
crab cakes, and guests are asked to bring a side dish – sweets, cheese and crackers, 
chips and dip, or veggies and dip. Please let Sandra Villalaz know what you plan to 
bring. 

 Book Exchange – Please bring a gift-wrapped book (it doesn’t have to be new) that 
you’d like to share with other amazing women. Everyone who brings a favorite book to 
share will take home a book someone else loves to discover! (Participation is optional.) 

 Women’s Storybook Project – We usually collect books for the Women’s Storybook 
Project, but this year, we will help them send the books and recordings to the children. 
If you would like to contribute, please purchase packages of large padded envelopes 
(#5 size – 10” x 15”), CDs, or crystal cases for the CDs, or provide money for postage (do 
NOT purchase postage stamps – they cannot use them). To make a contribution for 
postage, please make a check payable to “Women’s Storybook Project,” with “St 
George’s Church” in the memo line. Sandra will bring a card that everyone can sign and 
deliver the items to the Project Office afterwards. 

If you have never joined us, this is the best time to come – we’re having a party! If you are 

interested in the group, or even just a little curious, please contact Sandra Villalaz at 512-

762-8349 or sandra.villalaz48@gmail.com to learn more. Happy reading! 

 

 

Women’s Storybook Project 
All St. George’s parishioners are invited to join the Women’s Book Group 

in collecting items for the Women’s Storybook Project, 

a non-profit organization that make recordings of 

incarcerated women reading books to their children. We 

usually collect books for the project, but this year, we will 

help them send the books and recordings to the children. If you would like to contribute, 

please purchase packages of large padded envelopes (#5 size – 10” x 15”), CDs, or crystal 

cases for the CDs, or provide money for postage (do NOT purchase postage stamps – they 

cannot use them). To make a contribution for postage, please make a check payable to 

“Women’s Storybook Project,” with “St George’s Church” in the memo line. (If you really 

want to purchase a book, they have requested copies of The Invisible Strings, by Patrice 

Karst, a book they like to provide to all the women they work with, as it delivers a simple 

approach to overcoming the fear of loneliness or separation from parents, written with an 

imaginative flair that children can easily identify with and remember.) Please give the 

supplies and/or checks to Sandra Villalaz, or put checks in the alms basin. All donations 

must be received by Sunday, December 11th. Please contact Sandra at 512-762-8349 or 

sandra.villalaz48@gmail.com to learn more. 
  

mailto:sandra.villalaz48@gmail.com
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Angel Wreath   
Outreach Advent Angels needed! This year, St. George’s Angel 

Wreath, an annual Advent project of the Outreach Committee, 

will provide gift cards for residents of St. George’s Court, 

phone cards for residents of Casa Marianella, and board 

books to the families served by Any Baby Can. All donations 

must be received by Sunday, December 11th, so make your 

plans and do your shopping soon! 

 To be an angel for a resident of St. George’s Court, purchase a $20 gift card from either 

HEB or Wal-Mart, select a stocking from the wreath, insert the gift card into the 

stocking, and place the stocking in the collection basket on the entry table. The angel 

left on the board contains the resident’s name if you would like to keep him/her in 

prayer. (You may take the angel with you or leave it on the bulletin board.) 

 To be an angel by helping residents of Casa Marianella stay in touch with far-away 

family over the holidays, place a check in the alms basin (made out to “St. George’s 

Episcopal Church” with “Outreach/Casa Phone Card” on the memo line). You may also 

mail your check to the church, or place cash in the alms basin in an envelope marked 

“Outreach/Casa Phone Card” (envelopes will be provided in the pews). The Outreach 

Committee will collect all the donations to purchase phone cards. 

 To be an angel for a family served by Any Baby Can, purchase a board book of your 

choosing in either English or Spanish, and place it in the collection box at either 

of the church entrances. 

If you have any questions, please contact Gayle Wall at 512-837-0644 or 

gwall9407@austin.rr.com. 

The Outreach Committee thanks you for your generosity! 

 

 

Poinsettias 
St. George’s will be adorned with poinsettias for our celebrations 

of the Nativity of our Lord and throughout the Christmas season. 

We invite you to make an offering for poinsettias, perhaps in a 

loved one’s memory or honor, or in thanksgiving for a blessing in 

your life.  

Donation forms will be available in the Sunday bulletins. Completed 

forms and donations may be placed in the alms basin or mailed to the 

church office. Names of donors, along with any memorials or thanksgivings (optional), will 

be listed in the Christmas service bulletins. Be sure to turn in your form by Sunday, 

December 18th to have your name and dedication listed in the bulletin. 

The suggested donation is $15 per plant. Make checks payable to St. George’s, with 

“Poinsettias” noted in the memo line. 
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Christmas Greening 
Christmas is coming! One of the great Christmas traditions at St. George’s is 

the Greening of the Church. We’ll gather to decorate our church for the 

Christmas season after coffee hour on the fourth Sunday of Advent, 

December 18th. You are invited to join in this festive occasion and help the 

church look its best for Christmas! Contact Mikail McIntosh-Doty at 

mikail.doty@concordia.edu with any questions.  

 

 

Christmas Eve Pageant   
Long ago, before most people could read, before the church 

spoke the language of the people, there were storytellers. 

Traveling theater troupes went from one village to another to 

tell the stories so important to our faith. On Christmas Eve at 

6:00 pm, we will continue in that tradition, as we present the 

Pageant, telling the story of the Nativity of the Baby Jesus. All 

children, families, friends, neighbors are welcome to 

participate. Please contact Suzette Puckett at 

cshpuckett@austin.rr.com with any questions. 

 Younger children, whether regular attenders of St. George or not, are invited to be part 
of the Christmas Eve Pageant. Wear your own costume or come early (any time after 
5:00 pm) to find one at church. Children will sit with their parents in the pews and come 
forward to see the Baby in the manger when indicated by the bulletin. 

 Sunday, December 18th – Youth families and Musicians: Please meet in the church after 
the 10:30 service. Families will discuss how we will do the pageant this year – same 
story, new format! Musicians will rehearse at the same time. 

 Friday, December 23rd – Youth leaders, Readers, and Musicians: Arrive at 10:00 am for a 
dress rehearsal in the church. 

Come to Bethlehem and see! 

 

 

2017 Flower Donation Calendar 
A new flower and altar candle calendar for next year is hanging on a 

bulletin board inside the north entrance of the church. If you would like 

to give altar flowers for one or more Sundays next year, or altar 

candles for one or more months, please print your name clearly on 

the calendar so you can be recognized in the Sunday bulletin. Be 

sure to note if you are giving the flowers or candles in memory of 

someone or in thanksgiving for a person or other blessing in your 

life. A donation of $35 (for either flowers or candles) is requested; 

checks may be made payable to St. George’s and placed in the alms basin on Sundays or 

mailed to the church office. Be sure to note on the memo line that the check is for altar 

flowers/candles. 
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Wednesday Weavings 
The St. George’s adult discussion group Wednesday Weavings will be on hiatus during 

Advent. Please join us when we restart our regular meetings on Wednesday, January 4th! 

 

 

Christmas Office Closure 
The Church office will be closed from Christmas Day through New 

Year’s Day, re-opening on Tuesday, January 3rd.  

May the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, 

the perseverance of the wise men, the obedience of Joseph and Mary, 

and the peace of the Christ child, be yours this Christmas and always. 

Amen. 

 

 

J. Clarkson’s Ordination 
Our seminarian J. Clarkson will be ordained as a deacon in December! The 

ordination will be held on Saturday, December 17th, at the Cathedral of All 

Souls in Asheville, North Carolina. He certainly isn’t expecting anyone to 

make the trek to North Carolina, but please be sure to keep J.  in your prayers 

as he takes this next step in his vocation. 
 

 

Friends of McCallum Students Fundraiser 
Ten Thousand Villages (4803 Burnet Road), will host a Benefit Shopping 

Night to support Friends of McCallum Students this Thursday, December 

1st, from 5:00 to 8:00 pm. Head over to Ten Thousand Villages for a festive 

evening of shopping and live music, as well as complimentary wine, beer, 

hot cider, cocoa, and desserts. Friends of McCallum Students is a PTSA 

committee that supports students and families served by the McCallum 

Vertical Team social worker, who assists them in accessing financial and other community 

resources. 
 

 

Kitty Quilts 
My friend Connie Carson cuts up old t-shirts to make these “quilts” for 

the kitty cages at the Austin Animal Shelter. If you would like to donate 

any t-shirts too far gone for human use, please place them in the 

collection basket at the south entrance to the church by Sunday, 

December 18th. Any size, weight, color or design of t-shirt is fine, as are 

rips, holes or stains – as long as they are freshly laundered. I will be 

happy to take them to Connie. On behalf of Connie and the kitties, I 

thank you for your generosity.  ~ Gayle Wall 
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Thank You!   
El Buen Samaritano extends a big THANK YOU to St. George’s 

Episcopal Church for all you did to support Hands for Hope 2016!  

Members of St. George’s raised over $800 to purchase 

Thanksgiving care packages for 40 needy families through our 

annual Turkey Drive. It was fun to see the turkey feather poster 

fill up with your donations each week. Altogether, Hands for Hope raised more than 

$30,000. Thanks to the Moody Foundation, all gifts were generously matched 2:1 to help 

feed families through the year-round food pantry operated by El Buen Samaritano, so your 

gift will keep giving all year long.  

St. George’s volunteers, including youth and adults, were on hand at 

El Buen Samaritano to register families to receive a turkey dinner 

prior to the event. On meal distribution day, our volunteers 

checked in families, bagged canned goods, unloaded 

turkeys, filled care packages, and more! Over 1,000 

families braved the cold weather on November 19th to 

receive turkey, stuffing, pie and all the trimmings to 

prepare a delicious meal at home. Thank you for making 

the holidays brighter for our vulnerable neighbors! 

We are overwhelmed by the generosity of all the Good 

Samaritans who truly did lend a hand for hope this holiday 

season. 

 

 

News from the Court 
St. George’s Court, located at 1443 Coronado Hills Drive, is an active, 

affordable residential community supported by HUD for qualifying 

elderly/disabled individuals. 

Their Board of Directors is made 

up of members of St. George’s 

Church and other community members, with the majority of the Board being 

church members. The Court will be holding two events in December that may be of interest 

to members of St. George’s Church. All parishioners, including children, are welcome at 

either or both events. 

 A piano recital will be held on Sunday, December 11th, at 2:00 pm in the Community 

Room at St. George’s Court for anyone interested in attending. 

 The St. George’s Court Holiday Party will be held on Friday, December 23rd in the 

Community Room, beginning with a luncheon at 11:30 am. Following the luncheon, we 

will give the Angel Wreath holiday stockings filled with gift cards to the residents, so if 

you donated a gift card, you’re especially invited to be part of that gift-giving. 
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News from the School 
Our annual ’Tis the Season event was a hit, and we think we had the 

best Santa Claus ever – our own Spencer Gordon, who graciously 

stepped into that role for us. While most of the children enjoyed his 

cheerful personality, a few were skeptical, watching from afar, but 

Spencer did not give up on them and sweetly convinced some to join 

in on the fun.  

We are very excited about reaching our goal of creating a beautiful outdoor space for our 

infants and toddlers. Phase 2 of the work has been completed and the final phase should 

happen in December. We will then set our sights on the large playground in order to 

enhance our already wonderful space for children to play. We have partnered with 

UrbanPatchwork and Terra Dura Landscapes to make this happen.  

I would also like to personally thank Lori Ham and Microsoft for her assistance in securing 

seven new laptops for our teachers. We had previously been sharing one laptop, so this is 

an early Christmas for our teachers.  

We are truly blessed. Thank you all for your generosity, support and kindness. 

 

 

December Birthdays and Anniversaries 
We wish the following parishioners a happy birthday: 

Judith Liro (Dec 2) 

Brian Wolfe (Dec 3) 

Louann O’Bannion (Dec 4) 

Lexie McGhee (Dec 6) 

Katie McGhee (Dec 6) 

Raul Carrera (Dec 15) 

Belinda McGhee (Dec 18) 

Angela Frazier (Dec 20) 

Alec Nelson (Dec 20) 

Shirley Haulotte (Dec 22) 

Patsy Chandler (Dec 26) 

Rick Salvo (Dec 30) 

Miriam Long (Dec 31) 

And a happy anniversary to:

Divesh & Vanamala Manohar (Dec 22) 

Nancy & Raul Carrera (Dec 27) 

John & Toni Brewer (Dec 31) 

Congratulations and Best Wishes! 

 

 

Links for Further Information  

St. George’s Church website 

St. George’s Episcopal School 

The Episcopal Diocese of Texas 

The Episcopal Church, USA 

The Lectionary 

Camp Allen 

St. George’s Court 

Episcopal Relief and Development 

 

http://www.sgchurch.org/
http://www.stgeorges-austin.com/
http://www.epicenter.org/
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/
http://www.lectionarypage.net/
http://www.campallen.org/
http://www.stgeorgescourt.org/
http://www.er-d.org/

