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4301 North IH 35  Austin, TX  78722 
Phone: 512.454.2523  Fax: 512.454.2524 

Website:  www.sgchurch.org 
E-mail:  stgeorgeaustin@gmail.com 

Office hours:  Monday – Thursday, 9:00 am – 2:00 pm 

 

Mark Your Calendars 
Sun 12/2 First Sunday of Advent 

Wed 12/5 Wednesday Weavings 

Sat 12/8 Women’s Book Group  

Sun 12/16 Pink Candle Party 

Mon 12/17 Vestry Meeting 

Sun 12/23 Christmas Greening 

12/24 – 1/2 Office closed 

Mon 12/24 Christmas Eve Services 

Tue 12/25 Christmas Day 

Sun 12/30 Fifth Sunday Potluck 

Click on the following links to find: 

December Lay Ministry Schedule 

December Activities Calendar 
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Feast Days
1 Nicholas Ferrar, Deacon, 1637 

2 Channing Moore Williams, 
Missionary Bishop in China and 
Japan, 1910 

4 John of Damascus, Priest, c. 760 

5 Clement of Alexandria, Priest, c. 
210 

6 Nicholas, Bishop of Myra, c. 342 

7 Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, 397 

13 Lucy (Lucia), Martyr at Syracuse, 
304 

17 William Lloyd Garrison, 1879, and 
Maria Stewart, 1879, Prophetic 
Witnesses 

21 Saint Thomas the Apostle 

25 The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ 

26 Saint Stephen, Deacon and Martyr 

27 Saint John, Apostle and Evangelist 

28 The Holy Innocents 

29 Thomas Becket, Archbishop of 
Canterbury, 1170 

30 Frances Joseph Gaudet, Educator 
and Prison Reformer, 1934 

  

Sunday Schedule 

 8:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite I 

 9:45 am Choir Rehearsal 

 10:30 am Holy Eucharist Rite II 

with KidsWord & 

YouthWord 
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Rector’s Corner 
Dear St. George’s Family: 

It’s once again the time of year when we prepare ourselves for the 
coming of Christ! This Sunday is the beginning of Advent, which marks 
a new year in the church calendar. The word Advent comes from the 
Latin word adventus, meaning coming. It references the coming of 
Christ in his incarnation and the future second coming. The season of 
Advent is a time for the church to patiently and prayerfully prepare for the 
coming of Christ. I especially invite you to participate in these next four Sundays 
of Advent at St. George’s which will lead up to the celebration of Christ’s birth at Christmas. 

Our Christmas celebrations at St. George’s are glorious indeed! I look forward to our time 
together as a church family as we welcome the gift of Christ into our lives. I also recognize 
that for many the seasons of Advent and Christmas can be difficult, as memories of loved 
ones that have passed or thoughts of family from whom we are estranged bring waves of 
grief. I pray that you feel the warm embrace of your St. George’s family during this time and 
allow God’s grace and love to pour into your soul. 

Personally and professionally, I must acknowledge the grief that I share with many of you as 
we say goodbye to our beloved music minister, Anne Weaver. Anne has served St. George’s 
over the past five years with much grace and love. For this I am very thankful, and she will be 
greatly missed. I hope that you will be able to attend the 10:30 service on Sunday, December 
9th, as we wish her well and say our goodbyes. Anne will venture to her new home in Athens, 
Georgia, and I know she will continue to have success in her ministry. 

May God bless you and your family during these Advent and Christmas season! 
Peace, 

 
The Rev. Kevin L J Schubert 

 

 

Christmas Services 
Monday, December 24th 

5:00 pm Christmas Eve, Holy Eucharist Rite II 
Christmas Pageant, with music by children & youth 

10:30 pm Christmas Eve, Holy Eucharist Rite II 
“Midnight” Mass, with choral music 

Sunday, December 30th 

8:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite I, no music 

10:30 am Holy Eucharist Rite II, with Lessons and Carols 

 

 

January Banner Deadline 
The deadline for news for the January issue of  

The Banner is Wednesday, December 19th.  
Please email news and articles you would like included  

in the next issue to stgeorgeaustin@gmail.com.  

mailto:stgeorgeaustin@gmail.com
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Message from Anne  

Dear St. George’s Family, 

Five and a half years ago, we took a chance on each other. St. George’s 
wasn’t entirely sure about hiring someone who said they’d be able to 
play the organ “eventually” and wasn’t familiar with Episcopal 
hymnody. I wasn’t entirely sure I wanted to work for an Episcopal 
church. But we took that chance together. I can’t speak for you, but it’s 
one of the best decisions I’ve ever made. 

I can’t possibly begin to thank you all for everything or express my deep gratitude to you. I 
became an Episcopalian here. I became a better musician here. I honestly believe I became a 
better person here. 

Because of you, I learned how to be a confident organist. Because of you, I started writing 
service music and found my true calling. Because of you, I know I can go on and do great 
things. God gave me my wings but you taught me how to fly. 

I could go on and wax poetic about what you’ve meant to me over the past five and a half 
years and what you’ll continue to mean to me in perpetuity, but sometimes it’s best to 
acknowledge that the perfect words already exist. So I’ll leave you with the immortal 
sentiments of ABBA: 

Thank you for the music, the songs I’m singing. 
Thanks for all the joy they’re bringing. 

Who could live without it?  
I ask in all honesty, what would life be? 

Without a song or a dance, what are we? 
So I say thank you for the music, for giving it to me. 

Musically yours, always, 
Anne C. Weaver 

 

 

The Season of Advent  

The first Sunday of Advent, which falls on December 2nd this year, 
begins the Church’s liturgical year. Advent begins four Sundays 
before Christmas and lasts until Christmas Eve. It is a time of 

reflection, waiting and preparation for the birth of Jesus Christ. 
The season’s name is derived from the Latin word adventus, 

which means “coming” or “arrival.” Advent is a time of 
preparation and expectation for the coming celebration of 

our Lord’s nativity, and for the final coming of Christ. The Scripture readings throughout the 
season reflect this double anticipation of the coming of Christ – his First Advent as a babe in 
Bethlehem, and his Second Advent in power and glory. Advent is a reminder that we live 
between the times, when what has been promised has not yet been fulfilled. Advent is also 
an invitation into a space of prayerful expectation that is often at odds with the larger 
culture’s approach to the weeks before Christmas. 

The most common symbol of Advent is the Advent Wreath – a circle of greenery with four 
(or five) candles, each of which represents one of the Sundays of the season. (If a fifth candle 
is used, it is placed in the center and called the Christ Candle, and it is lit on Christmas Eve.) 
Each Sunday, the circle of light expands, as Christ comes ever closer.  
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Flash Book Drive 
The youth of St. George’s 

are collecting books for 

donation to BookSpring, 

a nonprofit dedicated to 

building literacy in children 

and families. BookSpring will hand the books out at an event in the first week of December. 

Please search your shelves for books to contribute. Donations should be placed in the boxes 

in the church by next Sunday, December 2nd. Donations can include board books, picture 

books, elementary chapter books, YA fiction, adult fiction, and and non-fiction. Please do not 

donate textbooks, magazines, or books with significant damage (missing covers or pages, 

soiled or moldy). The more we give, the more people will read! 

 

 

Children & Youth in Advent 
At the 10:30 Sunday morning services, for the first three Sundays of 

Advent, Youth and Children will gather together in Wright-Giles 

House. We will hear the story of how people waited and longed 

for the coming of the Messiah, who was born a wee babe 

in Bethlehem. We will learn and sing traditional carols, 

with the youth helping younger children, for Christmas Eve 

here at St. George’s – or wherever you find yourself. Let the 

joyful noise begin! 

 

 

Wednesday Weavings 
St. George’s Wednesday night adult discussion group, 

Wednesday Weavings, continues in December with a gathering 

on the first Wednesday of the month (due to the holidays, we 

will not be meeting on the third Wednesday of December). All 

are welcome to join the group for a simple meal, a short time of 

centering prayer, and discussion of a reading from the Forward 

Movement publication, The Social Justice Bible Challenge. This 

month we will meet on December 5th, at the home of Sarah 

Campbell, from 6:30 to 8:00 pm. If you come, please bring a 

contribution for the salad bar meal (for example, fruit, 

vegetable, or crunchy toppings). We hope to see you there! For 

more information or for a copy of the book, contact Frances 

Rickard at fajrickard@gmail.com. 

  

mailto:fajrickard@gmail.com
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Women’s Book Group Holiday Tea 
Mark your calendars for the St. George’s Women’s Book Group’s 

Annual Holiday Tea! Please join us on Saturday, December 8th, 

from 3:00 to 5:00 pm, at the home of Sarah Campbell, to be part 

of our annual Holiday Tea, a book exchange, a gift collection for 

the Women’s Storybook Project, conversation with 

remarkable women, and a discussion of Close Your Eyes, by 

Amanda Eyre Ward. 

• Holiday Tea – Our custom is to share in creating the banquet table. Sarah will prepare crab 

cakes, and guests are asked to bring a side dish – to find out what is still needed, contact 

Sandra Villalaz. 

• Book Exchange – Please bring a gift-wrapped book (it doesn’t have to be new) that you’d 

love to have other amazing women discover. Everyone who brings a favorite book to give 

away will take home a book someone else wants to share! 

(Participation is optional.)  

• Book Discussion – And of course, we’ll be discussing a book! Read 

Close Your Eyes, by Amanda Eyre Ward, and come prepared to discuss 

this tale of family secrets.  

If you have never joined us, this is the best time to come – we’re having 

a party! If you are interested in the group, or even just a little curious, 

please contact Sandra Villalaz at sandra.villalaz48@gmail.com or  

512-762-8349 to learn more. Happy reading! 

 

 

Poinsettias 
St. George’s will be adorned with poinsettias for our celebrations 

of the Nativity of our Lord and throughout the Christmas 

season. We invite you to make an offering for poinsettias, 

perhaps in a loved one’s memory or honor, or in 

thanksgiving for a blessing in your life. 

Donation forms will be available in the Sunday bulletins 

beginning on Sunday, December 2nd. Completed forms and 

donations may be placed in the alms basin or mailed to the church 

office. Names of donors, along with any memorials or thanksgivings 

(optional), will be listed in the Christmas service bulletins. Be sure to turn in your form by 

Sunday, December 16th to have your name and dedication listed in the bulletin. 

The suggested donation is $20 per plant. Make checks payable to St. George’s (with 

“Poinsettias” noted in the memo line), or donate online by clicking the DONATE button at 

www.sgchurch.org and indicating the amount of your gift in the appropriate section (Other 

Designated Gifts, Altar Guild, write “Poinsettias” in the notes section).   

mailto:sandra.villalaz48@gmail.com
http://www.sgchurch.org/
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Pink Candle Party 
While most of the Episcopal Church uses four blue candles for Advent wreaths, 
we at St. George’s have held on to an older tradition of using a pink candle on the 
third Sunday in Advent. Pink is for joy, for the nearness of Christmas. The youth 
of St. George’s will also continue our tradition of hosting a Pink Candle Party for 
our church family on Sunday, December 16th, in a somewhat modified 
Kleberg Hall, after the 10:30 service. Contact Jan Phillips at 
janphillips62@gmail.com with any questions, and watch for more 
details in upcoming Sunday Banners! 

 

 

Advent Angels 
Outreach Advent Angels needed! St. George’s Advent Angels, an annual 

Advent project of the Outreach Committee, is collecting $20 HEB 
gift cards for the residents of St. George’s Court and monetary 
donations for phone cards for the residents of Casa Marianella. The 
Advent Angels project began on Christ the King Sunday, November 

25th, and all donations must be received by the third Sunday in 
Advent, December 16th. 

• To be an angel for a resident of St. George’s Court, purchase a $20 gift card from HEB, 
select a stocking from the bulletin board in the Narthex, and place the stocking and gift 
card in the basket provided on the table by the stairway. You may also donate online by 
clicking the DONATE button at www.sgchurch.org and indicating the amount of your 
gift in the appropriate section (Outreach, Angel Wreath, enter “St. George’s Court gift 
cards” in the notes section), and Outreach will purchase gift cards in your name. 

• To help residents of Casa Marianella stay in touch with far-away family over the holidays, 
place a check made out to St. George’s (with “Casa Marianella Phone Card” in the memo 
line) in the alms basin or mail it to the church office; place cash (in an appropriately 
labeled envelope) in the alms basin; or donate online by clicking the DONATE button at 
www.sgchurch.org and indicating the amount of your gift in the appropriate section 
(Outreach, Angel Wreath, enter “Casa Marianella phone cards” in the 
notes section). Please do not purchase phone cards yourself, as Casa 
Marianella can get a better rate by purchasing a large number at 
once. 

If you have any questions, please contact Jennifer Bigbee at 
jlaskow@aol.com. The Outreach Committee thanks you for your 
generosity! 

 

 

Christmas Greening 
Christmas is coming! One of the great Christmas traditions at St. George’s is the 
Greening of the Church. We’ll gather to decorate our church for the Christmas 

season after the 10:30 service on the fourth Sunday of Advent, December 23rd. 
You are invited to join in this festive occasion and help the church look its best for 
Christmas! Contact Mikail McIntosh-Doty with any questions at 
mikail.doty@concordia.edu.  

mailto:janphillips62@gmail.com
http://www.sgchurch.org/
http://www.sgchurch.org/
mailto:mikail.doty@concordia.edu
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Christmas Eve Pageant 
Long ago, before most people could read, before the church 

spoke the language of the people, there were storytellers. 

Traveling theater troupes went from one village to another to 

tell the stories so important to our faith. On Christmas Eve at 

5:00 pm, we will continue in that tradition, as we present the 

Pageant of the Nativity. ALL children, families, friends, 

neighbors – whether you regularly attend St. George’s or not – 

are welcome to participate.  

Here’s how it works: 

• Think about who you want to be in the story – Mary? Joseph? a shepherd? an angel?  

a Queen? a King? 

• Wear your own costume from home, or come to the Wright-Giles House as early as 4:15 

pm on Christmas Eve to look for a costume. 

• In church, sit with your family and friends in the pews. When it is time, follow the 

Candle Bearer to Bethlehem to see the Baby in the manger! 

Please contact Suzette Puckett at cshpuckett@austin.rr.com with any questions.  

 

 

Christmas Office Closure 
The Church office will be closed from Christmas Eve through  

New Year’s Day, re-opening on Wednesday, January 2nd. 

May the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, 

the perseverance of the wise men, the obedience of Joseph and Mary, 

and the peace of the Christ child, be yours this Christmas and always. Amen. 

 

 

Fifth Sunday Potluck 
The First Sunday after Christmas also happens to be the 

fifth Sunday in December. So let’s continue our 

Christmas celebrations at St. George’s that day with a 

Fifth Sunday Potluck. We will gather in Kleberg Hall 

after the 10:30 service on Sunday, December 30th, 

for food and fellowship. This will be a great 

chance to get rid of Christmas leftovers and start 

your New Year’s Eve celebration early with your church community! Plan to come and enjoy 

the fun even if you can’t bring anything. There’s always plenty to go around!  

mailto:cshpuckett@austin.rr.com
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Annual Parish Meeting 
St. George’s Annual Parish Meeting is coming up on 

Sunday, January 27th. The annual parish meeting is our 

opportunity to elect members of the Vestry, hear 

reports on various parish activities, and discuss other 

church business. If you lead a St. George’s ministry of 

any kind, please begin thinking about your report 

outlining your ministry’s activities throughout the past year. These reports will be compiled 

into a parish report to give us all a larger picture of the life of St. George’s. 

 

 

Support St. George’s with AmazonSmile 
Do you shop online? Do you want to discover new and effortless ways 

to give back to your community? When you shop on AmazonSmile, 

you’ll enjoy the same wide selection of products and convenient 

shopping features as Amazon.com, and the AmazonSmile 

Foundation will donate 0.5% of the price of eligible purchases to 

the charitable organization of your choice! When you first visit 

AmazonSmile, select St. George’s Episcopal Church in Austin, TX, 

as your charity of choice (or just follow this link). Once you’ve 

selected your preferred charitable organization, your preferences will 

be saved; then just do your Christmas shopping as usual! 

 

 

2019 Flower/Candle Donation Calendar 
A new calendar for donations for flowers and altar candles is hanging on 

the bulletin board inside the north entrance of the church. If you would 

like to give altar flowers for one or more Sundays next year, or altar 

candles for one or more months, please print your name clearly 

on the calendar so that you can be recognized in the Sunday 

bulletin. Be sure to note if you are giving the flowers or candles 

in memory of someone or in thanksgiving for some blessing in 

your life. A donation of $35 (for either flowers or candles) is 

requested. You can make your donation by check or electronically 

through our online giving program. Make checks made payable to St. 

George’s and note on the memo line that the check is for altar flowers/candles. To give 

electronically, use the Give + Church app on your mobile device, or click the “DONATE” 

button on the home page of our website (www.sgchurch.org).  

http://www.smile.amazon.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/74-1777726
http://www.sgchurch.org/
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Bishop Dena Harrison’s Retirement 
A Letter from Bishop Andy Doyle 

Dear Beloved in Christ, 

As Bishop Harrison prepares to retire, we reflect on her ministry and give 
thanks for her innovation, dedication, insight, and leadership. A woman 
of altruistic vision, Dena Harrison has served the Episcopal Church in the 
fifty-seven counties of the Diocese of Texas for thirty-one years. In 2006, 
she was elected as Bishop Suffragan of the Diocese. She has led in that 
ministry with insight, understanding, and compassion. 

Throughout her episcopate, she has continued to maintain an interest in 
health concerns. As the Executive for Ministry, she has overseen the reorganization of the 
Commission on Ministry to seek prospective clergy who will serve the Church in a time of 
great change. 

As a symbol of gratitude for her selfless devotion, I invite you to make a contribution to the 
“Harrison Purse,” which will be presented at a farewell dinner for Dena and her husband 
Larry at Diocesan Council in February. Your gift will be a sign of appreciation for all the 
Harrisons have done and will help to provide them with a long overdue sabbatical. Your gift 
may be given online at www.epicenter.org/donate-now.  

Yours faithfully, 

 
C. Andrew Doyle, D.D. 
IX Bishop of Texas 

 

 

Candidates for Bishop Suffragan 
The Episcopal Diocese of Texas has announced the slate of candidates for 
Bishop Suffragan. Three candidates were approved by the Standing 
Committee on Nohvember 26th: the Rev. Hannah E. Atkins Romero, the Rev. 
Canon Glenice Robinson-Como, and the Rev. Canon Kathryn ‘Kai’ Ryan. For 

more information about the candidates and the election process, see the 
Diocesan website’s Bishop Suffragan Search page. 

 

 

Camp Allen 
Next summer may seem far away, but it’s not 
too early to start planning! Registration for 
summer camp 2018 at Camp Allen is now open. 
One-week sessions are available all summer long 
for rising 3rd-graders through rising high school 
seniors. Camp Allen’s summer camp is one of the largest summer camp programs in the 
Episcopal Church. Each summer, over 1900 campers from across Texas come to refocus, 
relax, and have a blast – and your child can be one of them! Register here!  

http://www.epicenter.org/donate-now
https://www.epicenter.org/bishop-suffragan-searchel-llamado-de-una-obispoa-sufraganeoa/
https://campallen.campmanagement.com/campers
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Need Help with Health Insurance? 
Do you or does someone you love need health insurance for 2019? 

Foundation Communities offers free information and help with 

enrollment in the Affordable Care Act. Open enrollment 

continues only until December 15th. In spite of what you may 

have heard, the Act is intact and all the same insurers are back 

for next year. Contact Foundation Communities for the 

schedule or contact Sarah Campbell (cowmarket2@gmail.com) 

or Walter Moreau (walter.moreau@foundcom.org). 

 

 

News from the School 
It’s hard to believe that December is here! December will be a quick 

month and there is so much going on. The beginnings of Phase II of 

the playground renovation project are starting to take place. The 

children are excited to see new things happening on the 

playground and are very curious.  

Our Annual Fund is going strong, with donations coming in daily 

from school families. And we’d love the support of the church as well! 

You can donate on our website on our Annual Fund page. No amount is too small – every 

little bit helps! 

Our Christmas Pageant will be taking place on our last day of school, Thursday, December 

20th, at 9:00 a.m. The children are excited and busy practicing their songs for the Pageant. 

After the Christmas break, we will return to school on Monday, January 7th. We hope you all 

have a wonderful holiday season with your families! 

 

 

News from St. George’s Court 
St. George’s Court, located at 1443 Coronado Hills 

Drive, is an active, affordable, HUD-supported 

residential community for qualifying elderly/disabled 

individuals. The Court was founded through the vision 

of a former rector of St. George’s, and the majority of its 

Board of Directors are of members of St. George’s Church, along with other community 

members. 

The Court will have their annual Holiday Party on Thursday, December 20th. It will begin at 

11:30 am with a luncheon in their Community Room. Following the luncheon, we will give the 

Advent Angel holiday stockings filled with gift cards to the residents, so if you donated a gift 

card, you’re especially invited to be part of that gift-giving. All parishioners, including 

children, are welcome.  

http://www.foundcom.org/
mailto:cowmarket2@gmail.com
mailto:walter.moreau@foundcom.org
https://app.hellofund.com/view/DmwdaJ1X
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December Birthdays & Anniversaries 
We wish the following parishioners a happy birthday: 

Judith Liro (Dec 2) 

Brian Wolfe (Dec 3) 

Ryan Wagner (Dec 4) 

Katie McGhee (Dec 6) 

Lexie McGhee (Dec 6) 

Raul Carrera (Dec 15) 

Janna Cormier (Dec 17) 

Belinda McGhee (Dec 18) 

Vivienne Landry (Dec 20) 

Shirley Haulotte (Dec 22) 

Patsy Chandler (Dec 26) 

Miriam Long (Dec 31) 

And a happy anniversary to:

Divesh & Vanamala Manohar (Dec 22) 

Nancy & Raul Carrera (Dec 27) 

Congratulations and Best Wishes!  

 

 

 
 

 

Links for Further Information 
St. George’s Church website 

St. George’s Episcopal School 
The Episcopal Diocese of Texas 

The Episcopal Church, USA 

The Lectionary 
Camp Allen 

St. George’s Court 
Episcopal Relief and Development 

http://www.sgchurch.org/
http://www.stgeorges-austin.com/
http://www.epicenter.org/
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/
http://www.lectionarypage.net/
http://www.campallen.org/
http://www.stgeorgescourt.org/
http://www.er-d.org/

