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4301 North IH 35  Austin, TX  78722 
Phone: 512.454.2523  Fax: 512.454.2524 

Website:  www.sgchurch.org 
E-mail:  stgeorgeaustin@gmail.com 

Office hours:  Monday – Thursday, 9:00 am – 2:00 pm 

 

Mark Your Calendars 
Sat 2/2 Women’s Book Group 

Wed 2/6 Wednesday Weavings 

Wed 2/20 Wednesday Weavings 

Sun 2/24 Vestry Retreat 

Click on the following links to find: 

February Lay Ministry Schedule 

February Activities Calendar 
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Feast Days
1 Brigid (Bride), 523 

2 The Presentation of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ in the Temple 

3 Anskar, Archbishop of Hamburg, 
Missionary to Denmark and Sweden, 
865 

4 Cornelius the Centurion 

5 The Martyrs of Japan, 1597 

13 Absalom Jones, Priest, 1818 

14 Cyril, Monk, and Methodius, Bishop, 
Missionaries to the Slavs, 869, 885 

15 Thomas Bray, Priest and 
Missionary, 1730 

17 Janani Luwum, Archbishop of 
Uganda, and Martyr, 1977 

18 Martin Luther, Theologian, 1546 

20 Frederick Douglass, Prophetic 
Witness, 1895 

23 Polycarp, Bishop and Martyr of 
Smyrna, 156 

24 Saint Matthias the Apostle 

27 George Herbert, Priest, 1633 

  

Sunday Schedule 

 8:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite I 

 9:45 am Choir Rehearsal 

 10:30 am Holy Eucharist Rite II 

with KidsWord & 

YouthWord 
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Rector’s Corner 
Dear St. George’s Family: 

On Sunday, January 27th, we gathered for our Annual Parish Meeting to 
hear reports from the various ministries of the church, to be updated on 
our financial status, and to be together as a loving community of Christ 
believers. I continue to be blessed by this great community and to give 
thanks for it every day. 

This month is an important one for the life of the church, as St. George’s 
delegates and clergy will participate in Diocesan Council from February 21st to 
23rd.  This year is a particularly important council because we will give thanks for Bishop Dena 
Harrison’s transformative episcopate with us as she retires. We will also elect a new Bishop 
Suffragan for the Western region of the Diocese (see the article on page 7 for more information 
about the election). I look forward to sharing this time with folks from across our great diocese. 

Because the date of Easter is later than usual this year (April 21), the season of Lent doesn’t begin 
until the first week of March. But it’s never too early to begin preparing ourselves for the season. 
March 6th is Ash Wednesday, and we will have two services that day to begin the season of Lent, at 
12:00 pm and 7:00 pm. Lent is a season of self-reflection, as we inwardly reflect on our words, 
actions, and motives in order to reconcile them with Christ’s own. The season affords us a time to 
reflect upon our relationship with God through meditation, prayer, almsgiving, and fasting. Along 
with our regular Sunday worship services, we have a great opportunity to observe Lent through our 
Wednesday evening Lenten program. This year, we welcome Dr. Greg Garrett, who will present a 
series concentrating on racial reconciliation through film (see the article on page 4 for more 
information about this year’s Lenten series). 

I continue to be excited about the numerous activities of St. George’. I also continue to be grateful 
for your devotion and commitment to this great church. May this month be a blessing to you and 
your family. 

Peace, 

 
The Rev. Kevin L J Schubert 

 

 

March Banner Deadline 
The deadline for news for the March issue of  

The Banner is Monday, February 25th.  
Please email news and articles you would like included  

in the next issue to stgeorgeaustin@gmail.com. 

 
 

 

Our Seminarians Return 
On Sunday, February 3rd, our seminarians  

Bryan Callen, Lauren Kay, and  

Nelson Mendoza will be rejoining us.  

Be sure to welcome them back!  

mailto:stgeorgeaustin@gmail.com
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Wednesday Weavings 
St. George’s Wednesday night adult discussion group, Wednesday 
Weavings, continues in February with gatherings on the first and third 
Wednesdays of the month. All are welcome to join the group for a 
simple meal, a brief service of Compline (evening liturgy), and 
discussion on a selected reading from The Social Justice Bible 
Challenge. We’ll gather on February 6th at Sandra and Herb Dickson’s 
home, and on February 20th at Sarah Campbell’s home from 6:30 to 
8:00 pm. Please join us if you can, and bring a contribution for the 
salad bar meal (for example, fruit, vegetable, or crunchy topping). 
You can email Frances Rickard at fajrickard@gmail.com for more 
information and a copy of this month’s readings.  

Wednesday Weavings will not meet in March or April so that we can participate in the 
Wednesday evening Lenten programs at St. George’s. 

 

 

Women’s Book Group 
Please join us for our next meeting on Saturday, February 2nd, from 3:00 to 
5:00 pm, at the home of Sarah Campbell. We will discuss Evicted: Poverty 
and Profit in the American City, by Matthew Desmond. All St. George’s 
women are welcome to attend; this group is open and welcoming of all. 
We hope you can join us for interesting conversation, delicious snacks, and 
our book discussion. Please contact Sandra Villalaz at 
sandra.villalaz48@gmail.com or 512-762-8349 with any questions, or if you 
want to join the fun. Happy reading! 

 

 

Shrove Tuesday on Sunday 
Pancakes and sausages for all! On Sunday, March 3rd, after the 10:30 

service, come celebrate with our church family before we begin 
our Lenten observations on Ash Wednesday. Bring your 

appetites and a donation to support a charity chosen by the 
youth. And it would also be very appropriate and festive to 
wear your best hats! Hosted by St. George’s Youth and 

KidsWord. For more information or with questions, contact 
Suzette Puckett at cshpuckett@austin.rr.com. 

So what is Shrove Tuesday? Traditionally viewed as a day of confession and repentance, 
Shrove Tuesday has become over time the last day for celebration and feasting before the 
Lenten season of fasting and self-denial. Food items like meats, fats, eggs, milk, and fish were 
regarded as restricted during Lent. To keep such food from being wasted, many families 
would have big feasts on Shrove Tuesday in order to consume those items that would spoil 
during the next forty days. The English tradition of eating pancakes on Shrove Tuesday came 
about as a way to use as much milk, fats, and eggs as possible before Ash Wednesday. In 
France, the consumption of fatty foods on this day led to the name Fat Tuesday or Mardi 
Gras. And in New Orleans, they laissez les bons temps rouler for days, with music, dancing, 
and parades! (Information from www.ShareFaith.com.)  

mailto:fajrickard@gmail.com
mailto:sandra.villalaz48@gmail.com
mailto:cshpuckett@austin.rr.com
http://www.sharefaith.com/
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Ash Wednesday 
Ash Wednesday, which this year falls on Wednesday, March 6th, marks the 
beginning of the season of Lent, the period of forty days (excluding 
Sundays) leading up to Easter, and St. George’s will observe this day 
with two services, at 12:00 pm and 7:00 pm. The Ash Wednesday 
service features the imposition of ashes, a reminder of our mortality and 
dependence on God, and an invitation to reflection and repentance. 
Lent is traditionally a time of self-examination and repentance 
through prayer, fasting, self-denial, and reading and meditating on 
scripture. The forty days of Lent symbolizes the forty years in 
which the Israelites wandered in the wilderness in search of the 
Promised Land. It also recalls the time Jesus spent in the 
wilderness in fasting and prayer, during which he was tempted. A 
common practice during Lent is to participate in a Lenten discipline; this 
can involve giving something up or taking on a new practice, in order to deepen your faith 
and bring you closer to Christ. We hope you will join us as the community of St. George’s 
journeys together into the Lenten season. 

 

 

 
 

 

Lenten Series 
SCENE AND UNSEEN – A Dialogue of Racial Reconciliation: 

Confronting Racism through Film 
Join us in Kleberg Hall on Wednesday evenings during Lent 
(March 13 & 27, and April 3 & 10), from 6:30 to 8:00 pm, for a 
Lenten series facilitated by Dr. Greg Garrett. The series will 
include a closer look at these film classics: Birth of a Nation, 
Casablanca, Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner, and Do the Right 
Thing. Please bring a dish to share for the potluck meal before 
the lecture. 

As an author, professor, preacher, musician, and public 
theologian, Greg Garrett continues to stretch the minds of his 
audiences with hard questions about faith, community, and 

relationship to God. With a multitude of publications, countless 
public teachings, and a heart of gold, Greg strives to engage all people with God’s Holy 
presence. Greg is a tenured professor of English at Baylor University, with an office on the 
St. George’s campus. He is a devoted husband and father to Jeanie and their children.  
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Women’s Retreat 
Ladies of St. George’s, please plan on joining a group of interesting and 

talented women for a relaxing, rejuvenating weekend at Well Spring 
Center at Wessendorf Ranch in Blanco, 
Texas, Friday to Sunday, March 29-31, 
2019. The Women’s Retreat allows us 
the opportunity to build relationships 

and enrich our overall community. I 
hope you will consider joining us. Take this opportunity to unwind, 

rejuvenate, and relax. The retreat is very low key and loosely organized. We eat 
well, talk, laugh, sleep, meditate, play games, walk, nap, and, most of all, enjoy 

each other’s company. This year, we will stay in the big historic house on the property, so it 
should be lovely and homey. 

The cost for the weekend, which covers all meals and the facility fees, is $50.00. If cost is an 
issue, please don’t let it be – alternate arrangements can be made, and we don’t want anyone 
to stay away! And if you have a conflicting commitment, feel free to join us for just one of 
the nights, or even just on Saturday. 

We need to let them know how many people are coming by Monday, February 18th (although 
payment may be made later than that). Please contact Sandra Villalaz at 
sandra.villalaz48@gmail.com or 512-762-8349 to register or with any questions. 

 

 

 
 

 

2019 Flower/Candle Donation Calendar 
A new calendar for donations for flowers and altar candles is hanging on 
the bulletin board inside the north entrance of the church. If you would 
like to give altar flowers for one or more Sundays next year, or altar 
candles for one or more months, please print your name clearly on 
the calendar so that you can be recognized in the Sunday 
bulletin. Be sure to note if you are giving the flowers or candles 
in memory of someone or in thanksgiving for some blessing in 
your life. A donation of $35 (for either flowers or candles) is 
requested. You can make your donation by check or 
electronically through our online giving program. Make checks 
made payable to St. George’s and note on the memo line that the check 
is for altar flowers/candles. To give electronically, use the Give + Church app on your mobile 
device, or click the “DONATE” button on the home page of our website 
(www.sgchurch.org).  

mailto:sandra.villalaz48@gmail.com
http://www.sgchurch.org/
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Cold Weather Donation Drive 
Our Deacon Intern Jim Enelow is coordinating a donation drive 

for our neighbors who live underneath I-35. Please bring 

blankets, socks, underwear, or any other cold weather 
clothing items to the small conference room in the 

Wright-Giles House. When we have enough, we’ll 

announce a date and time when any parishioners 
are welcome to come and help distribute what we 

have collected. Please contact Jim at 512-893-0935 or 
jenelow@austin.utexas.edu with any questions. 

Thank you for your generosity! 

 

 

Support Outreach’s Trip to Guatemala 
Carolyn Moreau and Mary Stewart 
Miller will be going to Guatemala 

from March 17th to the 23rd to lead a 
field trip for fifth graders from a 

Christian elementary school run by 
HELPS International. The school is 

located in the remote indigenous 

village of Santa Avelina. The children travel nine hours to Quetzaltenango (Xela) to visit the 
university, trade school, museums, etc., to inspire them to continue their education and 

break the cycle of poverty. In a country where more than half the population lives below the 
poverty line, the barriers kids face to make it into classrooms are extremely high. While they 

may already be struggling to afford basic necessities, families face the costs of school 
uniforms, supplies, transportation, and the student’s lost income. As a result, today two 

million children in Guatemala, a majority of them girls, don’t attend school. Sixty percent of 

the indigenous population cannot read or write, and most children will only receive four 

years of formal education. In response to the education crisis in their own community, a 

group of elders and mothers in the remote Guatemalan village of Santa Avelina called on 
HELPS to launch a primary school 20 years ago. They had a simple request: “We want a better 

life for our children.” HELPS volunteers answered that call with the William M. Botnan 
School, a one-of-a-kind primary school where best practices in teaching meet respect for 

local language and culture. With the effective teachers, safe classrooms, high parent 

involvement, and quality supplies they need, the students are mastering skills that will help 
them lead their community out of poverty. Please watch this short video, Changing Lives 

with Education, about the village of Santa Avelina and the school run by HELPS International. 
(The St. George’s Women’s Book Group has supported the education of Alba Pastor Gomez 

through her graduation from 6th grade and is now supporting second grader Dison Adrian 
Ostuma de la Cruz.) 

Please consider donating supplies that the students will use during the 5th-grade field trip. 

You can see what’s needed and sign up on this Guatemala Student Supplies spreadsheet. 
The Outreach Committee will also accept monetary support for the trip and for supplies. 

Please contact Carolyn Moreau for more information at carolynmoreau@austin.rr.com.   

mailto:jenelow@austin.utexas.edu
https://vimeo.com/232524350
https://vimeo.com/232524350
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/15nTYZFGHWX60V5wXT6Ls0xSg1rb6PpbX8kCNcI9-BN0/edit#gid=0
mailto:carolynmoreau@austin.rr.com
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Bishop Suffragan Election 
The 170th Diocesan Council of the Diocese of Texas will be held on Friday and 

Saturday, February 22nd and 23rd. The St. George’s delegation will consist of 
the Rev. Kevin Schubert, Ashley Carrera, Raul Carrera, Patsy Chandler, and 
Melissa Eas0n-Brackin. Diocesan Council is the organizational and 
decision-making body of the Episcopal Diocese of Texas; it meets annual 
and comprises lay and clergy members representing all the parishes and 

other ministries of the diocese. For more information on Diocesan Council 
go to www.epicenter.org/council. 

This year, the highlight of Diocesan Council will be the 
election of a Bishop Suffragan to assist the diocesan bishop, the Rt. Rev. 
C. Andrew Doyle.  

All bishops are called to follow in the footsteps of the apostles, 
teaching, uniting, and reconciling in the name of Christ. Bishops 
Suffragan are elected to support and without automatic succession to 
the diocesan bishop. They are assigned a particular portfolio. The 
strategic role a Bishop Suffragan plays within the life of a diocese is far 
more than preaching and confirming on Sunday mornings. The job 
description for the new Bishop Suffragan in the Diocese of Texas will 
include serving as board chair of several diocesan institutions, 
visitations of 67 churches in the western region of the Diocese, a 
strategic partnership with the executive team of the Diocese, and other 
jobs as befit the unique gifts she will bring as an individual leader. 
Elected delegates from each of the Diocese’s congregations and 
diocesan clergy will elect the next bishop suffragan to succeed retiring 
Bishop Suffragan Dena Harrison.  

The Rev. Hannah E. Atkins Romero, the Rev. Canon Glenice Robinson-
Como, and the Rev. Canon Kathryn (Kai) Ryan have been approved to 
stand for election as Bishop Suffragan of the Diocese of Texas, the 
diocesan Standing Committee announced November 26. Atkins Romero 
is Rector of Trinity, Houston; Robinson-Como is Missioner for Outreach 
and Justice Ministries at Christ Church Cathedral, Houston; and Ryan 
serves at Canon to the Ordinary and Chief Operating Officer on the 
diocesan staff. Profiles of each candidate in English and Spanish are 
available on the website at www.epicenter.org. “Each person brings 
unique gifts and disposition, and each has secular and church 
experience that makes them qualified to do the work of this particular 
office,” said the Rev. Chuck Treadwell, chair of the search committee.  

Please continue to pray for the candidates, and for those who will elect 
a new bishop suffragan.  

Almighty God, giver of every good gift:  
We thank you for your Son, Jesus Christ, and for the witness of your whole church in his name.  

We thank you for your Holy Spirit, empowering us for ministry.  
Guide the hearts and minds of those who shall choose a bishop suffragan  

for the Diocese of Texas and of those who will respond to the call,  
that we may receive a faithful pastor who will care for your people and glorify your name.  

May our discernment transform our spirits and draw us closer to you, Almighty God;  
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever. Amen  

http://www.epicenter.org/council
http://www.epicenter.org/
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Camp Allen 
Next summer may seem far away, but it’s not too 
early to start planning! Registration for summer 
camp 2019 at Camp Allen is now open. One-week 
sessions are available all summer long for rising 3rd-

graders through rising high school seniors. Camp Allen’s summer camp is one of the 
largest summer camp programs in the Episcopal Church. Each summer, over 1900 campers 
from across Texas come to refocus, relax, and have a blast – and your child can be one of 
them! Register here! 

 

 

Discovery Retreat 
The Episcopal Diocese of Texas will hold a Discovery Retreat at Camp Allen 
from 3:00 pm on Friday, February 23rd, through lunch on Sunday, February 
25th. The Discovery Weekend Retreat is designed for people discerning a 
sense that God is calling them to a specialized ministry, either lay or 
ordained. The cost for the weekend is $175.00 for double occupancy and 
$200.00 for single occupancy, if available. 

For more information on the Discovery Retreat, please contact the Rev. Victoria 
Mason at DeaconVic2007@gmail.com. For registration questions, please contact Suzi Bailey 
at suzib@campallen.org. 

 

 

News from the School 
Greetings all! It’s that time of year for the school – registration is here! 
Parishioners may enroll children for the 2019-2020 school year beginning 
Wednesday, February 20th. We serve children from 3 months old through 
pre-K, with a school program from 8:30 am to 3:30 pm each day, and 

additional optional Early Birds (7:00-8:30 am) and Fun Zone (3:30-6:00 
pm) programs. If you are interested in St. George’s for your child, or you 

know someone else who might be, please check out the Parent Information page on our 
website. And feel free to contact us at 512-452-6063 or brandy@stgeorges-austin.com with 
any questions. 

We also are gearing up for our very popular Summer Camp program. Registration for 
summer will begin on Friday, February 22nd. You can learn more on the Summer Camp page 
of our website. This year, in addition to pre-school-age children, we will also be accepting 
children who have completed Kindergarten and first grade. Please spread the word for us. 

Jerri Thompson, our Head of School is offering a Parent Education event on Kindergarten 
Readiness. This event will include information about readiness skills and options for 
Kindergarten, and participants will hear from our Pre-K teachers and from a parent panel 
who can help guide parents. If you are struggling with what to do about your child entering 
kindergarten, or if you know any other such parents, whether their children attend St. 
George’s or not, please join us on Wednesday, February 6th, from 5:00 to 6:30 pm, in the 
Church.  

https://campallen.campmanagement.com/campers
mailto:DeaconVic2007@gmail.com
mailto:suzib@campallen.org
https://stgeorges-austin.com/our-school/parent-information
mailto:brandy@stgeorges-austin.com
https://stgeorges-austin.com/our-school/summer-camp
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February Birthdays & Anniversaries 
We wish the following parishioners a happy birthday: 

Anne McGonigle (Feb 1) 

Melissa Eason-Brackin (Feb 2) 

Sutton Stevens (Feb 2) 

Alison Poage (Feb 5) 

James Rickard (Feb 5) 

Joe Carrera (Feb 7) 

Henry Dieringer (Feb 13) 

Holden Schubert (Feb 15) 

Ian Poage (Feb 16) 

Carolyn Powe (Feb 16) 

Luke Stevens (Feb 18) 

Dylan Worcester (Feb 22) 

Katherine Curtis (Feb 27) 

Grant Sparks (Feb 28)

And a happy anniversary to:

Elzy & Betty Cogswell (Feb 2) 

Herb Dickson & Sandra Villalaz-Dickson (Feb 13) 

Carey & Trey Kerrigan (Feb 14) 

Gayle & James Wall (Feb 17) 

Alison & Josh Poage (Feb 20) 

Congratulations and Best Wishes!  

 

 

 
 

 

Links for Further Information 
St. George’s Church website 

St. George’s Episcopal School 
The Episcopal Diocese of Texas 

The Episcopal Church, USA 

The Lectionary 
Camp Allen 

St. George’s Court 
Episcopal Relief and Development 

http://www.sgchurch.org/
http://www.stgeorges-austin.com/
http://www.epicenter.org/
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/
http://www.lectionarypage.net/
http://www.campallen.org/
http://www.stgeorgescourt.org/
http://www.er-d.org/

