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MARK YOUR
CALENDARS!

Click on the following links to find:
 September Activities Calendar
 September Lay Ministries Schedule

Click here to sign up to be a reader or
intercessor during our Rite II services. 

Parish Retreat
Each Fall, St. George's gathers for a time of rest,
relaxation, and community building at the
beautiful Well Spring Retreat Center on
Wessendorff Ranch in the Texas Hill Country.
This year's retreat will be held from Friday,
November 15 - Sunday, November 17. 
The retreat is dedicated to enriching our
communal bonds as we enjoy times of worship,
family and individual recreation, social
activities, community building activities, and
great food! There will be plenty of dedicated free
time to enjoy the beautiful scenery of the Texas
Hill Country, including the spectacular sight of
the famous 'narrows.' Accommodations for
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Sunday Schedule

8:00am - Holy Eucharist Rite I
9:00am - Contemplative prayer
9:45am - Choir rehearsal
10:30am - Holy Eucharist Rite II  
                   with Kids Word
4:00pm - St. Hildegard's Worship
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families with children will be in motel style
rooms with a dormitory arrangement for others
when the motel rooms fill up. There are no
single occupancy rooms. You are asked to
bring your own bedding, beverages and
snacks to share.  Registration forms will be
mailed shortly.
The cost of the retreat includes sleeping
accommodations and all meals. Scholarships are
available; please contact Kevin Schubert for
more information. Come and enjoy a relaxing
weekend in a loving restful environment!

Retreat Cost Breakdown 
(Family Maximum cost is $125)

Friday - Sunday Adults: $45
Friday - Sunday Children: $25

Saturday Only Adults: $15
Saturday Only Children: $10   

A Big Thank
You

...to all  who came out to
participate in the church
workday on August 24th. 
The church and grounds
were tended to and

cleaned. Your acts of labor and love are greatly
appreciated!

October Banner
Submissions

Deadline for news for the next issue of
The Banner is Wednesday, September 25th.
Please e-mail information and articles you
would like included in next month's edition to
stgeorgeaustin@gmail.com .  
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Ashley  Urquidi 
Seminarian

Laurence Wainwright-
Maks

Seminarian  

 

Rector's Corner
Dear St. George's Family,
       What a wonderful month in store for us at St. George's! We welcome our seminarians
from The Seminary of the Southwest, and look forward to their presence among us. 
Speaking with our three seminarians I know they are very excited to meet everyone and
begin an continue their St. George's ministry.
       The Spirit of God is present at St. George's in inspiring and creative ways! The
stewardship committee has developed a wonderful ministry for us to enjoy over the next
couple months. The ministry invites each member to enter into spiritual practices
centered around our role as God's stewards in the world; especially as it pertains to our
resources and various ministries of St. George's.

Our Lifelong Learning Class will begin this month as well! I am looking forward
to it as we will work together to create a master plan for the church. Creating a master
plan is an important piece to our development. I hope that everyone shares my
excitement around this work and participates in this important class.

Finally, I am excited about the work that our newcomer minister, Vanessa
Nering, has initiated. Beginning this month we will roll out our welcome bags for those
checking out our church. And, as you all know my affinity for bumper stickers, we have
ordered some great stickers for everyone to put on their vehicles! Beginning in October
we will also begin the Hallelujah Hour again. This regular gathering will have a newfound
purpose for St. George's. Not only will it be a gathering each month at the Draught House
for a pint, but we will also earnestly invite newcomers to meet parishioners in a more
relaxed social atmosphere.

I pray that each of you are blessed by God's presence in your life, and take part in
the numerous opportunities St. George's has to offer. Have a great month and see you all
soon on Sunday's!

Peace, 

The Rev. Kevin LJ Schubert  

Welcome to our new Seminarians -  
Ashley Urquidi & Josh Shipman

  
On Sunday, September 8th, St. George's welcomes back our three seminarians, Ashley
Urquidi, Josh Shipman & Laurence Wainwright-Maks. We are very blessed to have Ashley &
Josh here with us at St. George's for the first time as they begin their new semester at the
Seminary of the Southwest.
  
Laurence has been a valuable part of the community since he joined us a year ago, and we
look forward to this final year with us!    
  
From Ashley Urquidi -  
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Hello new family at St. George's!
My name is Ashley Urquidi, and I'm in my second year as an MDiv at SSW. I am incredibly
excited to be working with all of you over the next two years, and have gotten to visit
your congregation and hear so many wonderful things about you through Fr. Kevin, Seth,
Susanna, and Laurence. It seems only fair that you get to know a little about me before
our time together begins.
I am a twenty-six year old brand new mom! My husband, Ben, and I had our first child,
Levi, on June 16 and have spent the summer in new-parenthood bliss (for the most part).
We moved to Austin from Maryland to begin seminary last July, and made the trip with our
little dog, Baloo, who was at the time our only and beloved child. I came to Maryland by
way of Pennsylvania, where I spent my childhood. After high school I moved to Frederick,
MD to continue my education at Hood College, and it was from Hood that I received my
degree in Psychology. During college I found a part-time job as youth minister at a local
Episcopal church to fill my need for ministry, and worked there for three years while also
doing Diocesan youth ministry in both Maryland and Central PA. I have been discerning
priesthood since I was fourteen, and while it has been a long process I firmly believe that
God knows much better than I what I need in my life, and I've arrived here at seminary at
the perfect time. I can't wait to start building memories and learning from all of you as I
take my first steps into the life of parish ministry. From everything I hear, you are the
perfect community to grow with!
 

Yours in Christ,
Ashley

From Josh Shipman- 

I am a Middler seminarian from the Diocese of Colorado studying at the Episcopal



Seminary of the Southwest in Austin, Texas. I come from a long line of nurses and
schoolteachers. I always knew that I would devote my life to some form of helping others;
only, I figured it would be in the field of education. I wanted to be an elementary school
teacher, and then I decided that I wanted to be an English teacher. While finishing my A.A.
in English from Northeast Mississippi Community College in Booneville, MS, I discovered
the Episcopal Church. I was confirmed as an Episcopalian while a student at the University
of Mississippi the following year. Shortly after being confirmed, I began volunteering for
one of my parish's after-school programs. I also began studying the pipe organ-hoping
to be a church musician. All of these things drew me deeper into the life of the church.
Something about that felt deeply "right."  

  
I began to seriously explore a call to ordained ministry around the time that I graduated
with my B.A. in English from the University of Mississippi. I did a year of graduate work
(during which I met my life partner-and now legal spouse-Tim). I was not attracted to a
life in academia, though. When Tim discussed moving to Colorado to obtain a creative
writing degree, I went along with him in the hopes of finding a diocese that would permit
an openly gay person to move forward in the discernment process. God was with me. I
was led to an Episcopal Church in Denver known for its progressive stances on social
issues. In this parish, I was able to explore a variety of ministries from officiating at
Evening Prayer to being a member of the altar guild. I put together a discernment group
and the rest, as they say, is history. 

Concurrently with my seminary studies, I am studying to be a spiritual director through
the Diocese of Texas' Formation IN Direction program (FIND). This program has taught me
a great deal about holy listening and ministry of presence. When I am not in class or
reading, I enjoy cooking (both Tim and I are ethical vegans), playing hymns, listening to
music, or spending time with our animals-we have several dogs and cats.       
 

Peace, 
Josh

From Laurence Wainwright-Mak-  
What did I do this summer??
For the majority of the summer I worked as the Chaplain to Camp Bratton-Green the
Mississippi Diocesan Camp and Conference Center. I worked primarily with a group of
college-age students, "Permanent Staff," who were responsible for leading songs, games,
skits, and activity areas throughout the summer. A variety of camp sessions took place
with a theological theme throughout the week that catered to the age groups that were



there each week; primary, 3rd-4th, 5th-6th, and Jr. High. Also, there are two weeks in the
summer devoted to people with special needs because of their mental or physical
capabilities. Each week high school, college, and adult staff volunteered their time to
assist with the theme, supervise, and participate in the life of the camp. My position, still
new to the camp center, focused mostly working with the Permanent Staff, but being a
spiritual resource to the staff and volunteers each week. My favorite camp themes this
summer were "The Prodigal Son in Space" and "It's the End of the World As We Know It".
 
After camp was finished I went to back home to Hattiesburg, Mississippi and spent a little
time with my mother before getting on a plane to fly to Rochester, New York. I was invited
to be a consultant for the Ephphatha Mission of the Deaf in both the dioceses of
Rochester and Central New York. One of the clergy had invited me to come analyze and
evaluate their programs. Together we discussed possibilities of reaching out more to the
students on the campus of Rochester Institute of Technology and also visions for the
future of the Episcopal Church and how they will continue to share the Gospel to those in
that community who are Deaf and Hard of Hearing. It was a beautiful time to be in upstate
New York and a first for me to see that part of the country.
 
This semester I am real excited to be back in Austin, Texas and to begin my senior year at
the Seminary of the Southwest. I look forward to coming back to St. George's and
reconnecting with everyone. I am very excited for the opportunities to preach this year
and also some more opportunities to teach. I can't wait to catch up with you all and
assisting the community in welcoming our two new seminarians this year!
 
-Laurence Wainwright-Maks

   

  Labor Day Sunday
At both services on the Sunday of Labor Day Weekend our tradition is to pause
and remember the contribution we make to the
building up of God's kingdom in the world and to
renew the understanding of our particular
vocations as a partnership with God. You are
encouraged to bring an appropriate symbol of your
labor to present at the altar. For those working and
earning a salary, the choice is usually pretty
straightforward. Ditto for those in school. If you're
retired or not currently employed, you might give
some thought to what your current calling or
mission in life is. (For some, it's finding a job!) A
special liturgy will be included during the regular
offering in which the symbols will then be
presented.
  
*Please note, the church office and school will be closed Monday, September 2nd in
observance of Labor Day. 

Love Unites



Austin Pride is almost here! The parade will be on Saturday, September 7th, at 8:00 p.m.
in downtown Austin. It will proceed south down Congress Avenue. We invite you to show
our love and support for LGBTQ people and to let everyone know that this is a safe,
accepting, and faith-filled community. During coffee hour on Sunday, September 1st,
we're making signs for the parade. Please join us!
Austin Pride's annual "All Hands on Deck" meeting is August 29, and we will have more
information about where and when we must get in line. For folks who want to carpool
over, we will gather at Kleberg Hall on Saturday evening. Scott will be there at 5:30 pm.
Please arrive no later than 6:00 pm. We'll distribute maps, signs, buttons, beads and other
items for the parade and then head over to the staging area. If you chose to go to there
on your own, Pride volunteers can direct you to where we will be. Or if you like, you can
text Ramon Trevino (512-228-1375) for information Saturday evening. If you have a red
St. George's t-shirt, please wear it or, if not, please wear a red shirt to help us stand out
in the crowd.

Commitment Sunday
 
At the 10:30 service, Sunday, September 8, we will celebrate Commitment Sunday!
Traditionally St. George's Rally Day has included a ministry fair held after church in
Kleberg Hall with sign-up sheets for people to indicate the ministries in which they are
interested. This year, instead, we are going to do something a bit different. At the core of
our identity as Episcopalians and St. Georgians is the worship service, thus it is
appropriate to lift up our interests in the ministries of the church during our liturgy.
Included in the bulletin for this day will be a separate insert that will have a list of all the
ministries of St. George's. Each person will be invited to check off the ministries they are
either interested in being involved with or are already participants of. There will also be a
place on the sheet to include your name and contact information. At the offering we will
have a special liturgy designed to offer these ministry sheets on the altar. The
congregation will come forward to place them on the altar. After the service we will enjoy
our regular coffee hour together.
 

 



St. George's Stewardship
This month St. George's will begin our 'Spirituality
of Stewardship' The Stewardship 

Committee has been meeting over the past
several months and looks forward to their
ministry with the congregation. At the end of the
month you will receive some very
helpful information regarding the stewardship of St. George's. The Stewardship
Committee looks forward to a fruitful and empowering ministry this fall.
 

Invite a Friend to Church  



       Imagine there was one Sunday every year when each member of our church invited a
friend to come to church with them. That day is September 15, 2013 in the Diocese of
Texas.  All are encouraged to invite family, neighbors and friends to visit St. George's in
the hopes that many, who would otherwise not feel comfortable coming alone, will attend
with a friend who has extended an invitation.

        During coffee hour on September 1st , Vanessa Nering will be provide a short
presentation on who God may be preparing in your life to receive an invitation.  We will be
reviewing Michael Harvey's videos, which can be viewed here:

12 Steps to Becoming an Inviting Church

        Welcome cards are also available in the sanctuary.

         Remember, all you can do is extend the invitation.  Whether or not the invitee
accepts is a matter between that person and God.
Research shows that more people want an invitation to church than receive one.

 Who will you invite? 
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TGIF Pool Party -  September 27 

Please join your St. George's family on Friday, September 27, for a pool party! Everyone
is invited to come and go between 5:30 and 8 p.m. at the pool in Sandra and Herb
Dickson's townhome complex in Hyde Park. Bring towels if you plan to swim, and some
food and drink if you like. Sandra and Herb will provide coolers, ice, plastic cups (no
glass around the pool -- you can transfer drinks from glass bottles into plastic cups),
and mosquito spray. This is a great opportunity for the people of St. George's to get to
know one another outside the church walls.
 
Sandra and Herb's address is 400 Towne Park Trail (78751), and the pool is just two
homes over from them, next to 404 Towne Park Trail. You can park on the parking pads
throughout the property or on the street (Avenue H is closest).
 
Thank you to Sandra and Herb for making the arrangements to have the pool available to
us. Hope to see you there! The event won't take place if it rains.
 
We regret the last-minute cancellation of the August pool party due to unforeseen
circumstances and apologize to anyone who didn't get the word and showed up!

5th Sunday potluck 

September has five Sundays, which means we'll have a pot-luck lunch after the 10:30
service on Sunday, September 29th. This is a great opportunity for extra visiting time with
church friends and visitors. Bring something to share if you can, but if you can't bring
anything, don't let that keep you away. There's always plenty to go around! Leave food in
Kleberg Hall before the service.
 
We are beginning a new outreach opportunity in conjunction with our 5th Sunday
potluck.  Members are asked to bring a non-perishable food item to our 5th
Sunday potlucks .  The collected items will then by delivered to Hope Food pantry.  For
questions, please contact the office administrator for acceptable food items.  Let us share
our bounty with those who may be  less fortunate.
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Wednesday Night Group
The Wednesday night adult discussion group meets on the first and third Wednesdays of
the month from 6:30 to 8 p.m. in different homes. We share a simple meal, have a short
time of centering prayer, and discuss a selected reading for the evening. Readings come

from the current issue of Weavings: A Journal of the Christian Spiritual Life and are
circulated in advance.

 
Because we discuss a different reading each time, feel free to come any Wednesday you
can. Please bring a contribution for the salad bar meal (for example, fruit, vegetable, or

crunchy toppings). This month, the gatherings are on September 4th at Frances and John
Rickard's home and on September 18th at a home to be determined.

 
David McGhee has set up a website via Rallyhood.com   that provides a central source of

information for the group, including meeting dates and an electronic copy of the
upcoming reading. If you would like to join the Rallyhood site, please e-mail David at

dmcghee@austin.rr.com. Printed copies of the reading will also be available at church the
Sunday before the group gathers on Wednesday.

 

Music Ministry
 
School is back in session and hopefully you are all settling into a
routine. Have you thought about adding choir to that routine? We
meet Tuesday nights at 7 and Sunday mornings at 9:45 - everyone is
welcome! We'll soon be starting work on a cantata for Christmas.

Do you play an instrument? Would you like to use that skill in a
Sunday service sometime? Please contact me, I would love to
incorporate it! annecw515@gmail.com  

If you haven't yet, check out my new
blog: http://behindthehymns.blogspot.com/. That's where I discuss
the music selections for Sunday and why we're singing what we're
singing. 
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If you have an old instrument that you don't play anymore, consider donating it to the
Hispanic Alliance for the Performing Art's "Fall Into Music" instrument drive. Check
out http://hispanicallianceaustin.org for more information. Give the gift of music to a
child in Austin!
  
 

 Newcomer Ministry  
We've made significant headway in the area of newcomer ministry.  We should have our
redesigned newcomer canvas bags in time for Invite a Friend to Church Sunday.  These
bags will include brochures that explain the Book of Common Prayer and the Creeds,
Helpful Hints about Worship, St. George's Mission & Vision statements, a guide to our
ministries, committees and outreach programs, crayons and a copy of Kidsword as well
as a parish retreat registration form.  The bags will also include a St. George's bumper
sticker.

Starting in September, newcomers
who provide us an address via the
welcome cards will receive a loaf a
bread with a St. George's label and
note that says, "Thank you for
breaking bread with us this Sunday!".
We have plans to advertise a couple
of our fall worship services with the
Community Impact newsletter to be
distributed in the central Austin
area.  Once the newsletter is
distributed in the Mueller area, we
plan to advertise there as well.

The newcomer minister is always
open to suggestions and input
regarding this important ministry. 
Please contact Vanessa Nering at

Stgeorgeaustin@gmail.com or call the office (512)454-2523.

Pews available
 

St. George's has two pews that are no longer being used. For
a donation to the church, you may own a piece of the
church's history. If interested, please make
checks payable to St. George's Episcopal Church and 
contact the office administrator. 
 

Actual pews not pictured here.     
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St. George's Lifelong Learning: Sundays,
September 22 - October 27

 
Our Lifelong Learning classes will begin this month after the 10:30 service in Kleberg
Hall. During coffee hour the congregation will gather for some very important work and
teaching. The focus of this fall's class will be devoted to our beautiful church buildings &
grounds, and what is in store for the future. Over the course of the six week class we will
look closely at how God is
moving within our community,
especially in regards to our
campus and grounds. By the end
of the class we hope to have a
working Master Plan designed by
the entire congregation. Come
and be a part of this important
work!

       

St. George's Day School
Interested in sending your child to St. George's Episcopal School? As a member in good
standing of St. George's Episcopal Church you have the blessing of having an excellent
school on your church campus. Members of the church have first priority of enrollment.
The deadline of enrollment for the fall semester of each calendar year is January 1st of the
same year. For more information please contact  Reverend Kevin Schubert.

St. George's History
St. George's office recently received some historical documents of our great church!
The files we received are invaluable to understanding our past. The history of St.
George's is rich and interesting, and should be shared with all! So, each month Father
Kevin will choose a piece of that history to include in the monthly Banner. Please click on
the link below for the retyped historical piece written by a former member, Calvin L.
Hagoon Jr. We hope you enjoy these installments of our history, and gain insight into our
beloved church.     
 

 Historical account of St. George 's Episcopal Church
 

  St. Hildegard's Illumination: Viriditas
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For Hildegard, the Holy Spirit is greening power in motion, making all things 
grow, expand, celebrate.

-Matthew Fox, Illuminations of Hildegard of Bingen
                                        
This year we're being steeped in Hildegard's words,
music and enlivening imagery.  Some of us
participated in a ten-week class in the SLS earlier this
year and found that we barely knew this woman, our
patron saint who finally became an official Roman
Catholic saint and Doctor of the Church in 2012.  The
Episcopal Church added her feast to our calendar a few
years ago; considering Hildegard's death on September
17, 1179, we were only a few years ahead.  This
summer some of us have gathered monthly for more
discussion on Matthew Fox's latest book on
Hildegard.  And now we are in the midst of our annual
"Hildegard Season," an opportunity to bring her words
and wisdom, her music and art, into our liturgical life. 
Its culmination will be her Feast Day the Sunday after
the 17 September 22 hope some of you will join us for
that special celebration.  Besides offering a shortened
version of her drama "Ordo Virtutum," we are also

preparing medieval dishes for the feast.  Yum! (See invitation elsewhere in the Banner.) It's
amazing for me to reflect on those years since my first Sunday at St. George's, July 1,
1984. I am so grateful for being planted here in this special place and for the way my life
has been kneaded, shaped and risen, been broken and shared as part of the Body of
Christ, the Bread of Life.  It comes as no surprise that I understand these years in a
Eucharistic way.  My gratitude is specific:  For relationships with parishioners through the
years who trusted me with their vulnerabilities and authentic selves; for some I've known
all these years as well as for shorter, yet no less significant, relationships.  For each of
my three Rectors who supported and blessed me.  For the privilege of being the church in
a time of great transition, the joy and struggle of renewing the church for a new century
when none of us have answers so we try to be faithful together.  For the blessing of
mentoring others who found their own calling and brought wonderful ministries and gifts
into the world.  My deepest gratitude of all is for viriditas-the greening power of the Holy
Spirit enlivening everything we do and who we are becoming.  I'm happy to have this shift
in work so I can better balance my energies and make room for newness to emerge.  My
prayers continue for St. George's and the new life that is arising here.

Peace and Blessings,
Judith  
 

On the Occasion of Her Retirement:

A Celebration of Judith's Ministry

The Feast of St. Hildegard of Bingen

September 22, 2013

4:00pm Silence

4:30 Eucharist with Hildegard's Drama, 

"Ordo Virtutum"



A Feast of Medieval foods, Stories and Reflections Following

As we rejoice on Hildegard's Day, this year we are also celebrating The Rev. Judith 
Liro's twenty-eight years of priestly ministry and twenty-nine years at St. George's 
Church. We're grateful she'll continue to work part-time as we explore our call to 
become a canonical Episcopal Community and we want to mark this important transition
for her, for the Community and for the parish.  
We especially invite St. George's parishioners to join us and Father Kevin for this special
celebration. We would love to see old friends as well as meet new folks.
- St. Hildegard's Community
*Please RSVP by September 18th to Food Coordinator: Harriett Hogle 512-673-6978 or
harriett.hogle@sbcglobal.net

September Birthdays and Anniversaries

We wish the following parishioners a very happy September birthday:
Stephanie Meldrum (Sept 1); Nancy Hinson (Sept 3); Terri Hoster (Sept 4);
Spencer Gordon (Sept 6); Joey Treviño (Sept 6); Gladys Dykes (Sept 10);

Susanna Brosseau (Sept 14); Heather Rodgers Price (Sept 14); Jennifer Long (Sept 15); 
Suzette Puckett (Sept 16); Priscilla Boston (Sept 20); Divesh Manohar (Sept 20);
Colin O'Donnell (Sept 23); Donna Johnson (Sept 24); Ramón Treviño (Sept 24);

Sandy Welles (Sept 28); Seth Olson (Sept 28); Hollie Gordon (Sept 30);
Leopold Treviño (Sept 30)

We celebrate another year of marriage this August for the following parishioners:
David & Stephanie Savage (September 23)

Congratulations!

Previous Issues of the Banner 

Recommended Reading

St. George's Day School
The Diocese of Texas
The Episcopal Church

The Lectionary
Camp Allen

St. George's Court
St. Hildegard's Community
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